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Israel to sign treaty 
banning chemical weapons 

T£L AVIV (AP) — Israel will sign a treatv that bans 
chemical weapons worldwide, Israel army radio 
reported Wednesday. The director general of the for- 
eign ministry, Eiran Ben-Tzur. will travel to Geneva to 
make a formal announcement Thursday, the radio 
report said. Ben-Tzur’s office confirmed he was leav- 
ing for Geneva, but would not comment on the radio 
report. The treaty took effect in April. It was signed bv 
165 countries, though only 88 ratified it. The United 
States, which signed on in 1993, ratified in May. Israel 
army radio said Israel had hesitated until now because 
of the refusal of some of its most implacable foes, 
including Iraq, Syria and Libya, to sign the conven- 
tion. 
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British foreign secretary, Arafat confer 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat spoke Wednesday with British Foreign Secre- 
tary Robin Cook about the crisis in the peace process 
ahead of a visit to the region by U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright, officii sources said. The 
official Palestinian press service WAFA said Mr. 
Arafat briefed Mr. Cook on “the political situation and 
the peace process" amid preparations for Ms. 
Albright's visit. According to Israeli press reports, Mr. 
Cook is planning to make his first official visit to the 
Middle East later this year and in January Britain 
takes over the rotating presidency of the European 
Union, which has been seeking to mediate in the 
Mideast crisis. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali speaks to reporters Wednesday on local and international issues. 
Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Ensour (left) and Minister of State for Information Affairs S amir Mutawi 
also attended the press conference (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

Majali says Netanyahu’s anger may 
mean Albright has ‘good’ proposals 

Prime minister reveals Jordan did receive Israeli offer to 
build dam on Syrian lands, which Jordan rejected, plays 
down complaints on Israeli-U.S.-Turk military exercises 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to :lu Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali 
Wednesday said that he 
hopes that Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
will submit an initiative 
during her upcoming visit 
10 the region. 

Dr Majali. who was 
Npeaking at a press confer- 
ence. said he believes that 
Ms. Albright will bring 
“good" proposals 10 solve 
the deadlock in the peace 
talks between the Palestini- 
ans and Israelis. 

Responding to a question 
that Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu was 
pessimistic over the .Ameri- 


can official’s visit to the 
region. Dr. Majali said that 
the reported “anger" of Mr. 
Netanyahu over the U.S. 
secretary' of state’s visit 
"might mean that she has 
good things to offer." 

"If Mr. Netanyahu is 
angry-, it means that Ms. 
Albright has something 
good. If we (Arabs! are 
angry- then « means that 
there is something bad... 
therefore, we should not 
pre-judge things. She is 
coming, and she has many 
things to offer, if we like 
what she offers, we will 
take it,” Dr. Majali said. 

The prime minister said 
that Mr. Netanyahu's 
“anger” might be caused by 
the "speech” Ms. Albright 


made in the past few 
weeks. 

The speech of Ms. 
Albright focused on four 
elements that could be the 
cornerstone of a possible 
U.S. initiative to resolve the 
deadlock in the peace talks 
between the Palestinians 
and Israelis. 

The four components 
include, a commitment to 
the land-for-peace concept, 
the complete fulfilment of 
interim agreements with 
the Palestinians, to restart 
once again the final status 
negotiations and to halt any 
unilateral actions by Israel 
on the ground, in other 
words, a complete stop to 
Israeli settlement building 
and expansion. 


First paper convicted 
under new press law 


By a Jordan Times 
Stall Reporter 

AMMAN — In the first 
case after the introduction 
of the May amendments to 
the press law. the weekly 
A I Bilad newspaper was 
Tuesday fined JD 15.000 
for publishing information 
that \ ioIate> its provisions. 

The Court of First 
Instance has sentenced Al 
Bilad weekly to JD 10.000 
ami its former chief editor 
Nasser Qammash to 
JD5.o*K) in fines for pub- 
lishing news about the 
security forces. 

According in Al Bilad 
lawyer Ma/en Majali. 
charges are based on the 
newspaper's publication of 
a news item that alleges 
Jordan had handed down to 
Israel <fii* husband of Sonia 
Ru'i. a member of the Pop- 
ular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine 1 PFLP 1 . 
who on return from Jordan 
shot and killed ar. Israeli 


soldier at the crossing point 
between the Kingdom and 
the Palestinian territories. 

“The news item was 
based on a press release 
issued by Agence France 
Presse. Most newspapers 
published it,” Mr. Majali 
said. “At any rate, we 
intend to appeal the ver- 
dict.” 

Al Bilad editors and pub- 
lisher claim they were not 
summoned by the court, 
nor were they informed of 
a case filed against them. 
Mr. Majali says the ruling 
was issued by the court 
Judge Tawfiq Qaisi without 
the publisher or his lawyer 
attending. Publisher Navef 
Tawarah said he was 
“stunned" when he heard 
of the ruling because 
nubody at the newspaper 
knew there was a case filed 
against Al Bilad in the first 
place. 

Lawyer Majali does not 
remember when the article 
nn Sonia Ra’i was pub- 


lished nor the details of the 
case, but assumes that the 
item was run sometime 
after the government's 
introduction of the new 
amendments to the Press 
and Publications Law on 
May 17. 

It is reported that more 
than ten cases have been 
filed by the government 
against the press, the week- 
lies in particular, since the 
amendments to the press 
law went into effect May 
IS. Al Bilad'.s case, based 
on a violation to .Article 40 
of the law. is the first one to 
be tried and judged. 

Fines for violating arti- 
cles 40 and 42 of the law 
ranse between JD15.000- 
50.000. 

Although fines in the old 
law did not exceed JD 1,000 
the government lost the 
majority of law suits it tiled 
against newspapers 
between 1993 and 1997. 


“Ms. Albright has made a 
strong speech where she 
said several things that 
drew his anger especially 
because they have a power- 
ful (Jewish) lobby.” in the 
United States. Dr. Majali 
said. 

The prime minister wel- 
comed any possible "ini- 
tiative” by the U.S. to 
resolve the logjam, but 
said that .Arabs “should not 
be in a hurry- for such step 
because things need time 
to be ripe.” he said, adding 
that “peace is an interna- 
tional strategy. The whole 
world is exerting pressure 
in this direction.” 

(Continued on page 7) 

Israel to let 
go Egyptian 
prisoners in 
exchange for 
spy — press 

TEL AVIV (.AP) — Israel 
will offer to free Egyptian 
prisoners in return for the 
release of an Israeli man 
convicted of espionage in 
Egypt. Israeli army radio 
reported. 

Prime • Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
office denied the report. 

The report comes amid a 
furore in Israel over an 
Egyptian court's decision 
Sunday to convict and sen- 
tence Azzam Azzam. a 
member of Israel’s Druze 
Arab minority, to 15 years 
with hard labour for espi- 
onage. Mr. Netanyahu Jmd 
other Israeli leaders have 
insisted that Azzam. 34. 
was not an agent of any of 
Israel’s security services, 
and have repeatedly 
appealed for his release. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Britain to protest to Libya after ‘crime’ allegations 



m h 


LONDON 1 AFP 1 — The 
ForC'-n Office in file a 
form.il protect to Libya 
mer a charge by Libyan 
leader Muammar Qjiihaft 
that Princess Diana and her 
Egyptian friend DoJi 
Fayed were victims of a 
"racist crime" allegedly 

perpetrated by British and 
French agents. 

"We are aware of the 
jhnurd and extremely dis- 
tasteful allegations made 

by Colonel Qadhafi about 
the tragic death of the 
Princess u! Wales. A for- 


mal letter of protest is 
being sent to the Libyan 
government. This outra- 
geous statement by Col. 
Qadhafi show s, once again, 
how far short the Libyan 
government fails of inter- 
national norms of behav- 
iour.'" the Foreign Office 
statement said. 

On Monday. Col. Qad- 
hafi said Britain was “the 
vilest of countries. It com- 
mitted a crime by execut- 
ing an Arab citizen who 
wanted to many an Eng- 
lish princess. And it pre- 


pared the accident with the 
French intelligence ser- 
vices.” 

Col. Qadhafi told a meet- 
ing of government officials 
marking the Libyan revo- 
lution which put him in 
power 2S years ago: "The 
assassination of Princess 
Diana is the most horrible 
of crimes and an act of reli- 
gious and ethnic Tacism, a 
violation of human rights 
and international laws.” 

On Tuesday the Iraqi 
daily Babel which is run by 
the eldest son of President 


Saddam Hussein. Uday. 
claimed that the princess 
was "liquidated by British 
intelligence sen-ices.” 

“Diana was liquidated by 
British intelligence ser- 
vices because she had 
overstepped the norms and 
had become involved in 
politics, whereas the family 
she belonged to is sup- 
posed to reign but not gov- 
ern ” the paper said. 

“Liquidation took place 
in France so British ser- 
vices could disclaim 
responsibility.” it added. 


Opposition says dialogue dead; 
Majali threatens to go to court 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tug-of-war 
between the government 
and opposition reached 
new- heights on Wednesday 
with opposition leaders 
describing the dialogue 
between the two as “dead” 
and accusing the govern- 
ment of “shutting all 
doors.” and, on the other 
side, the prime mini ster 
threatening to take them to 
court if they called for a 
general boycott. 

“The law says that those 
opposing or trying to influ- 
ence the freedom of the 
elections will be punished 
by court Such a law exists 
and fit could be applied 
against] people [who] use 
indirect approaches [to 
influence voters],” the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, 
quoted Dr. Majali as say- 
ing. 

Nevertheless, “the door is 
wide open for dialogue, as 
Jordan is everybody’s 
homeland.” Dr. Majali was 
quoted as saying at a press 
conference held at the Jor- 
dan Radio and Television 
Corporation. 

“The government has met 
[with opposition parties 
that intend to boycott the 
Nov. 4 polls] and opened a 
dialogue w ith various polit- 
ical shades in the country, 
because it is aware of the 


importance of dialogue and 
its positive impact on the 
political life and democra- 
cy in Jordan,” Petra quoted 
the premier as saying. 

Dr. Majali reportedly 
stressed that the- govern- 
ment was keen on involving 
all political groups in the 
coming elections, because 
“it is in the interest of 
everyone” 

However, “everyone is 
free to have his/her own 
opinion and no one can 
impose anything on others, 
since the Constitution stip- 
ulates that everyone has the 
right to elect and is not 
obliged to,” Dr. Majali said. 

The prime min ister was 
quoted as criticising the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s 
decision to boycott the 
upcoming elections as 
“ironical.” 

“Ethics of dialogue [rules 
that] if one party has differ- 
ent views, it should first 
discuss them with the other 
party, and then take the 
suitable decision. But pre- 
judging and taking a deci- 
sion before opening a dia- 
logue. this is ironical.” Dr. 
Majali told reporters. 

“We have now three 
blocks: Those boycotting, 
those who chose condition- 
al boycott and those pro- 
participation,” the premier 
said, adding that “those 
boycotting the elections 
have decided to meet with 


the government individual- 
ly and under their terms, 
but the government waited 
for them to change their 
minds.” 

Co mm enting on Dr. 
Majali’s statements, oppo- 
sition leader Salem Nah- 
has, secretary general of the 
Hashd Party, accused the 
prime minister of “trying to 
convince the public that we 
[the opposition], and not 
the government, are 
responsible for the failure 
of the dialogue.” 

Political parties and 
groups of independent per- 
sonalities belonging to the 
pro-boycott opposition 
front “agreed that die gov- 
ernment does not want dia- 
logue” in a meeting held 
yesterday at the headquar- 
ters of die Islamic Action 
Front (IAF), IAF senator 
and Executive Committee 
member, Abdul Latif Ara- 
bivat, told the Jordan 
Times. 

“They agreed that the 
government is not really 
interested in dialogue and 
that it closed all doors [for 
talks] ” Dr. Arabiyat said, 
adding that “this is a very 
critical time” for govern- 
ment-opposition relations. 

The opposition leaders’ 
meeting was held shortly 
after Dr. Majali’s press con- 
ference began and partici- 
pants were not aware of his 
statements when their 


meeting started. 

“We did not know what 
the prime minister had said 
(in the press conference), 
. but that does not really mat- 
ter, because we know his 
stand by now” Mr. Nahhas 
commented. 

“He is crying to fault and 
blame us for the failure of 
the dialogue, make us look 
as if we did not want dia- 
logue,” be reiterated, 
adding that “such behav- 
iour [Dr. Majali’s] is not a 
responsible one.” 

The government held 
talks two weeks ago with 
representatives of the boy- 
cotting opposition parties 
and with Muslim Brother- 
hood overall leader Abdul 
Majeed Tbneibat Last 
week. Dr. Majali and 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour met with 
leaders of anti-boycott 
opposition parties and the 
pro-government National 
Constitutional Party 

(NCP). The opposition par- 
ties determined to boycott 
the elections, criticised (be 
prime minister for involv- 
ing parties not adhering to 
the boycott and accused 
him of hiding behind “an 
improvised tactic of collec- 
tive dialogue” to avoid a 
direct confrontation with 
those in favouT of the boy- 
cott. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Prince Hassan urges Russia to 
launch Mideast peace initiative 


MOSCOW (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Wednesday 
urged Russia to launch a 
multidimensional initiative 
aimed at giving impetus to 
the peace process in gen- 
eral and to revive negotia- 
tions on the Palestinian- 
Israeli track in particular. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference jointly with Russ- 
ian Foreign Minister Yev- 
geni Primakov upon wind- 
ing up his two-day visit to 
Moscow. Prince Hassan 
said that a comprehensive 
move is needed to ensure 
for each party its own 
rights and revive the peace 
process on all tracks 
including the Lebanese and 
Syrian-Israeli tracks. 

He said that Russia is eli- 
gible to play a very impor- 
tant role in the peace 
process in view of the 


credibility it enjoys in the 
Arab World and its rela- 
tions with Israel. 

Prince Hassan who left 
for Prague after conclud- 
ing talks with the Russian 
leaders said that his discus- 
sions mainly covered eco- 
nomic and trade issues. 

Expressing Jordan’s 
desire to promote its ties 
with Russia. Prince Hassan 
said that Jordan is looking 
forward to a serious Russ- 
ian initiative focusing on 
the Arab World’s economic 
and social issues. 

Prince Hassan also noted 
that his discussions with 
the Russian premier cov- 
ered efforts to overcome 
the stalemate in the peace 
process, ways to bolster 
Jordanian-Russian rela- 
tions and Moscow's dia- 
logue with both Iraq and 
Iran. 


Referring to joint Russ- 
i an -Jordanian ventures, the 
Crown Prince said that Jor- 
dan’s geographical loca- 
tion makes it eligible to 
attract major Russian 
investments and offers a 
good opportunity for joint 
economic ventures. 

Prince Hassan, accompa- 
nied by HRH Prince 
Rashid and Princess Badia. 
had earlier met representa- 
tives of economic sectors 
in Russia to discuss trade 
and economic cooperation. 

During the visit. Deputy 
Prime Minister for Devel- 
opment Affairs and Minis- 
ter of State for Prime Min- 
istry Affairs Jawad Anani 
discussed economic issues 
with Russian officials. 

The Crown Prince also 
met in Moscow with 
Prime Minister Victor 
Chernomyrdin and the 


ambassadors of Arab and 
Islamic countries and 
explained Jordan’s stand 
with regard to the peace 
process. 

Upon the conclusion of 
Prince Hassan ’s talks in 
Moscow, Foreign Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh 
described the visit as con- 
structive and important 
adding that the visit result- 
ed in consensus on laying 
the ground for an econom- 
ic agreement to be con- 
cluded soon in addition to 
joint ventures to be 
launched in Jordan and 
abroad. 

In Prague, Prince Hassan 
is to meet with Czech 
President Vaclav Havel and 
attend an international 
conference in which world 
statesmen, politicians and 
other prominent personali- 
ties are taking part. 





Artist Julian Beever completes his memorial to Princess Diana which he drew in chalk onto a pedestri- 
an street m cental London Wednesday AClhons of people are expected to attend the funeral service for 
Diana on Saturday (see stones on page 12) (Reuters photo) 
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More than 62 Algerian 


rebels killed 


papers 


PARIS (R) — Algerian 
security forces have killed 
47 Islamist rebels including 
their leader in an operation 
still going on southwest of 
the capital, a national news- 
paper said Wednesday. 

A1 Khabar said the opera- 
tion in Sidi Bel Abbes, 375 
kilometres southwest of 
Algiers, began several days 
ago and involved troops, 
gendarmes and volunteer 
forces known as Patriots. 
Arms and documents had 
been seized, it said- 


As is normal practice in 
Algeria, where security 
reports are subject to dra- 
conian laws, there was no 
mention of any casualties 
among security forces. 

In another operation, 
which was also continuing, 
security forces killed 15 
“terrorists*' near Sabra, in 
the Moussat mountains 
dose to the frontier with 
Morocco last Friday. 

The newspaper said the 
final toll in the Sabra oper- 
ation, in which “heavy mil- 


itary equipment” was being 
used, was still not known. 

Algerian media and offi- 
cials use the term “terror- 
ist” to mean armed Muslim 
fundamentalists who have 
been battling the authorities 
for nearly six years. 

About 60.000 people 
have died in the violence 
which erupted shortly after 
the authorities cancelled a 
general election in which 
radical Islamists had taken 
a huge lead. 

La Tribune newspaper 


said that another group of 
rebels operating in the 
region of Oued Smar, in the 
Algerian capital, had been 
“wiped out” during dashes 
with security forces Mon-: 
day. ! 

It gave no figure for the 
number killed. According 
to the newspaper the group! 
had terrorised suburbs in 
the east of the capital, a city 
of around three million 
people. I 


CARE report laments humanitarian 
situation in Iraq, calls for solutions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraq is 
losing a whole generation of 
its people due to the inade- 
quacy of the oil-for-food 
deal's second stage making 
the horrific decrease of 
income more profound as 
more women and children 
die daily, amid circum- 
stances of appalling degra- 
dation, a report received by 
the Jordan Times said Tues- 
day. 

CARE Internationals 
regional manager for the 
Middle East, Lockton Mor- 
rissey said that the world's 
misconception of the oil- 
for-food deal's adequacy in 
providing for the people of • 
Traq is dangerous. The cir- 
cumstances. he says, wors- 
en on a daily basis. 

According to Mr. Morris- 
sey: “lraq.is losing an entire 
generation as schools are 


unable to function, children 
are too weak to learn and 
water quality and availabili- 
ty is appalling. Electric 
power is also limited and 
hospital staff have found 
themselves unable to pro- 
vide even the most basic 
needs to an ever increasing 
number of people requiring 
their help.” 

Therefore, CARE is call- 
ing for an urgent reevalua- 
rion of the world’s policy 
toward Iraq to ensure 
humanitarian needs are 
fully met. 

CARE International relief 
experts are concerned that 
as the “oil-for-food” deal 
goes into its second phase, 
the programme will barely 
keep the strongest of the 
population on their feet. 

“Children, mothers, the 
aged and sick, were all well 


cared for before 1990. but 
are now dying whilst the 
outside world mistakenly 
believes it has solved Iraq’s 
problems with the much 
delayed “oil-for-food” ship- 
ments,” Mr. Morrissey said 
in describing Iraq’s dilem- 
ma. 

Iraq still remains danger- 
ously short of essential 
medicines and is not in a 
position to provide com- 
plete rations for its people 
even though the first “oil- 
for-food" deal was 
approved nine months ago 
to provide basic food and 
medical needs for the Iraqi 
population. 

The report said that while 
some items are available for 
a price in Iraq, the average 
middle class government 
worker now earns three to 
four dollars a month. Hav- 


ing sold furniture, jewellery 
and their most valued pos- 
sessions. they are now total- 
ly dependent on govern- 
ment rations and the over- 
stretched government med- 
ical system, it added. 1 

Making the situation even 
more complicated is that 
“the pride of many Iraqi 
people often prevents them 
from speaking out as they 
watch their families become 
thinner either from polluted 
water or infectious diseases, 
until one of them falls ill 
and then they die," Mr. 
Morrissey said. 

CARE’s work in Iraq 
includes feeding hospital 
patients, providing special 
nutrient formula for mal- 
nourished infants, repairing 
water facilities, rehabilitat- 
ing schools and assisting 
handicapped children. 



ISRAELI GANGSTERS: A dead Israeli slumped inside his car Wednesday in an attack in this Israeli-Arab vil- 
lage on the outskirts of Jerusalem which Israeli police said bears the hallmarks of a gangland killing. Two|men 
in their 30s, both Jewish residents of Jerusalem, were shot and killed at close range. One man with a criminal 
background was shot some 10 metres from the car t Reuters photo! I 


Hamas leader ill in Israeli prison 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — A 
Hamas leader jailed by Israel 
in April is ill with back prob- 
lems and paralysis in his hand 
and is in need of medical 
attention, his family said 
Wednesday. 

Sheikh Hassan Yussef has a 
“slipped disk in his back due 
to conditions of his imprison- 
ment and his right hand is 
paralysed.” his son Musab 
told APT. 

“We have asked for permis- 
sion to send our own doctor to 
see him but we have been 


refused.” Mr. Musab said, 
adding that Sheikh Yussef 
was released 20 days ago 
from a month in prison hospi- 
tal and was still in need of 
treatment 

-‘We feel he is in danger and 
is not receiving proper atten- 
tion.” he said. 

Sheikh Yussef, 43. a 
spokesman for the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 

(Hamas! in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah. was arrest- 
ed by the Israeli army in April 
in a sweep against Hamas 


members after a bombing in 
Tel Aviv which killed three 
Israelis. 

He was put under adminis- 
trative detention, meaning lie 
could stay in prison for up to 
six months, renewable, with- 
out any charges pressed 
against him. Israel has arrest- 
ed dozens of Hamas members 
in a recent sweep against the 
group in army -controlled 
areas of the West Bank in the 
wake of a July 30 suicide 
bombing in Jerusalem which 
Israel blames on the group. 


For 1st time in 17 years, Iraq 
to open today border point 
with Iran to serve pilgrims 


BAGHDAD fR) — Iraq 
will open Thursday a bor- 
der crossing with Iran to 
receive Iranian visitors to 
its Shiite Muslim shrines 
for the first time in 17 
years. 

“Everything is ready. Iraq 
is prepared to handle Iran- 
ian visitors as from Sept. 
4," supervisor of Iraq’s A1 
Mundhiriya border point 
Sabah A1 Hourani told 
reporters late Tuesday. 

There was no official 
reaction from Tehran 
whether it would allow pil- 
grims to travel to Iraq. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein on Aug. 18 decid- 
ed to allow the resumption 


of Iranian visits, suspended 
since the start of the 1980- 
198S lraq-Iran war. 

Travel agencies in Bagh- 
dad say 30 buses will wait 
for Iranian pilgrims at 
Mundhiriya, 120 kilome- 
tres northwest of the capi- 
tal. Thursday. 

Iraqi newspapers said 
Wednesday that Iraq’s 
Vice- President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan visited Mund- 
hiriya to ensure everything 
was ready to receive the 
Iranians. 

Shiite, who form the 
overwhelming majority of 
Iran's 60 million people, 
regard the shrines in Kar- 
bala and Najaf in southern 


Iraq as the most important 
after Islam's holiest sites in 
Mecca and Medina in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Iranian visits to the 
shrines were halted at the 
start of the war in which 
nearly one million people 
died. Sept. 4 is the date Iraq 
says the war started in 
1980. Iran says it began on 
SepL 22. 

“There is great desire 
from the Iranian peoples to 
visit our holy shrines,” Mr. 
Hourani said. 

Last week Iraq’s interior 
ministry said the country 
was ready to receive up to 
3.000 Iranian visitors a 
week. 


Turk police gag Kurdish ‘peace train’ group 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish 
police Wednesday prevented 
activists calling for an end to 
the Kurdish conflict in south- 
east Turkey from holding a 
news conference in Istanbul. 

“We will not allow them to 
hold a news conference... you 
are waiting in vain,” Istanbul 
deputy police chief Mehmet 
Caglar told reporters gath- 
ered near a landmark city 
hotel where the group was set 
to make a statement. 

Several hundred police, 
backed by an armoured vehi- 
cle. were deployed near the 
Pera Palas Hotel, in the heart 
of European Istanbul. 

Security forces earlier this 
week stopped the foreign and 
Turkish activists from hold- 
ing a demonstration in the 
main southeastern city' of 
Diyarbakir and ordered a 
convoy of seven buses to 
return to Istanbul. 

A rights group official said 


16 members of the group 
were detained Tuesday 
evening after their buses 
were stopped at a police 
checkpoint outside Istanbul. 
The human rights association 
official said those in custody 
included rights activists and 
trade unionists. 

An official at Switzerland's 
Istanbul consulate confirmed 
reports that two Swiss men, 
described by newspapers as 
trade unionists, were among 
those detained. 

The group had previously 
scrapped a trans-European 
“peace train, ” planned by a 
pro-Kurdish group in Ger- 
many. after the Turkish gov- 
ernment exerted pressure on 
Western governments. 

Ankara had said it believed 
the rebel Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK), fighting for 
self-rule in the southeast, was 
behind the trip. 


NATO, EU top agenda for 
Demirel visit to Hungary 


BUDAPEST fR) — Turkish President Suleyman Demirel 
arrived in Budapest Wednesday for talks expected to focus 
on Hungary’s accession to NATO and the European Union 
(EUj. 

The twin themes will feature high on the agenda at Demirel’s 
meetings with Hungarian President Arpad Goncz and Prime 
Minister Gyula Horn. Mr. Goncz’s spokesman told reporters. 
Turkey is already a member of NATO and will have to ratify 
any enlargement to accommodate Hungary. Poland and the 
Czech Republic, the three countries invited in July to join the 
alliance. 

However, unlike Hungary, Turkey was not one of the first 
group of countries with which the European Commission 
recommended talks be opened on full ELI membership. 
Turkey has hinted in the past that it might delay ratification 
of NATO enlargement if its own 10-year application to join 
the ELI was not treated more favourably. However, on a visit 
to Poland in May. Mr. Demirel gave an assurance that his 
country would not block Polish membership of NATO. Mr. 
Demirel is accompanied on bis two-day official visit by a 
130-strong business delegation. Hungary and Turkey signed 
a free trade agreement in January this year. 


Israeli 
sentinels 
on the 
lookout 
for nude 
tourists 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — fcraeli 
soldiers at an army observa- 
tion post perched on a moun- 
tainside above die Dead Sea 
recently found a new peace- 
time pastime — spying un 
nude tourists, it was reported 
Wednesday. 

The Maariv newspaper said 
a group of soldiers serving 
their annual reserve duty 
rediscovered the strategic 
interest of the observation 
tower, which was once used to 
spot infiltrators from Jordan 
but abandoned after the two 
countries signed a peace treaty 
in 1994. 

The soldiers installed a tele- 
scope in the tower and spent 
their leisure hours spying on 
female tourists sunbathing 
naked on the roof of a Dead 
Sea hotel. 

“The tourists wandered 
around the roof fully naked 
and drove us crazy,” one of the 
soldiers told the newspaper: 

Eventually women on the 
roof noticed the uniformed 
voyeurs and complained to 
hotel security, which contact- 
ed the military. An army 
spokesman said die troops 
acted on their own without the 
knowledge of their superiors. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Ovide and the Gang 

14 JO —The New Fred and Barney 
15:00 America's Funniest People 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


15:30 .. 
1630 . 


17:00 . 
19:00 . 


19:15 . 

lSh30 . 

French Progammes 

19:35 . 


20:00 . 


20-30 Lois and Clark — Super- 

man 
21:10 , 


22.-00 


2230 


23:15 

— Step By Step 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:47 


06:07... 

J 

(Sunrise) Duha 

1235... 

16:10.. 

— -Dhuhr 

J9rf>2.. 


2032... 



Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691, 

The Eva&ge&sl Local Church 
in Ammon Tel. 811295 


Deserts 16/32 

Jordan Valley. 24/38 


..630341 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 2S, Aqaba 35 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 47 per 
cem, Aqaba 37 per cent. 


Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


SL Marv of Nazareth Church 
SwdfiekTel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteowhgy 
Normal summer conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 
expected to rise gradually 
becoming around average and 
winds northwesterly moderate. 
On Friday, it will relatively hot 
and winds northeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Amman 18/30 

Aqaba .23/37 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT Dim' 

AMMAN: 

Du Yahya Abdul Rahim 736072 

Dr. Bafajat Bader — 832642 

De. Nasser Ibrahim .530432 

DcWaflqQaddumi 893542 

Firas pharmacy ....... 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A! Asema pharmacy — 637055 
Nalnwkh pharmacy „...623672 
AI Satan pharmacy _...636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ....644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy ...,637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dc GhaaTh'amneh „...„25Q080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi ....... 985445 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9-854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 

661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 


Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade - -617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

lYaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 


Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints ... 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs .623101 


Akfleh Maternity, ..>642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Maihas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmetsani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

_£ 667227/9 

The Islamic Abdali 666126/37 

ALAMLAhdali 6641 £4/6 

Italian, Al-Muittyreen 

777101/3 


AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJt informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 152700) or 
08(53250). 


Abdali. Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Tyevfaiou —.......773 1 1 1 


Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 


Al-Bashir 775111/26 

Army, Marka ..... 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital -.674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...S65199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

- -(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09W00560 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian iRJ) Flights 


Electric Power Company 

- 636381 


RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 

—(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basing Hospital 

(02 1275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
... 813813/32 


(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

— (03)314111 


Khaii di Maternity. ...64428 U6 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 


09:15. 

09-45 

— Sanaa (RJ) 

10=05 

10:05 


10:20 


10:25 


10:40 

11:00 

15*^5 

.Muscat, Dubai (RJi 

■ Colombo iRJ! 

15:55 . 
17KB . 

.New York. Amsterdam (RJ i 

1730 . 
19:10 , 

London (RJ) 

19:20 


20K». 

23:25 

Abu Dhabi. Ai 'Ain (RJ) 

01:05 . 


0239. 


0430 . 

Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:00 



Doha (GF! 

14:30 Al'Arish (PF) 


14:40 Shariqah(AH) 

16:00 RomeiAZ) 

1930 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:00 Cairo (MS) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

01:20 . Amsterdam. Beirut i KL) 

05:40 London lB A) 

0WW Dubai tEK) 

Royal Wings (R\V) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

08:45’ Aqaba ( RW j 

10:05 Amman (QAIA)iRW) 
1030 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:20 — .Tel Aviv 

(RWj 

19:30 Amman lQAIA)(RW) 

22:20 Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ ) Flights 

- Beiruti RI) 

MuseowiRJ) 

WsW Kuwait flU) 

12:10 .....Tunis. GisabliuicatRJ) 
11:55 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:00 ..Abu Dhabi. Al' Ain (RJ) 
1 2:20 Amsterdam. Chicago i RJ ) 
12:45 .... .Amsterdam, Montreal. 
Toronto ( RJ) 

{S® Paris (RJ) 

ffr® Athens i RJ) 

* 3: ‘ ,s London (RJ) 

18:15 Dhahraniaddl iRJ) 

■■■■DohutR /1 

Bahrain (add) (RJ) 


21:10 


21:20 


2140 

Abu Dhabi (add) iRJi 

22:00 


Lumpur (add) (RJ) 

01:45 

Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta 

i RJ t 


02:45 


05:45 


Other Flights 

06:15 


08:45 


08:50 

Amsterdam (GA) 

09:10 

London (BA! 

13:00 

AI 'Ari*h(add)(PF) 

14:30.. 

Riyadh CSV) 

14:45 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

1530 

Annaba (Algeria! (AB) 

15:30 

Al 'Arish (add)^ 

17:00 


21:10 


22:00 

..Cairo 

02*30 


08:45 

R^imr (ME) 

10:00 

J)ubai(EK) 

10:25 


Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) V 
07:45 .Amman (Marita Airport) : 

09:15 


1030 

17:45 

(RW) 

18:55 

....Amman (QAIA)^^ 
Amman (Maria . 

TelAvrvljpi 

2130 

.... Amman (QAIA!©F. 

2230 

AqabafpS 
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HUDC Director General Yousef Hiyasat Wednesday signs a contract authorising a 
local firm to begin construction of the second phase of the Tareq Housing Estate 
north-west of Amman (Petra photo) 


Contract awarded for 
housing estate infrastructure 


Opposition denounces UNRWA’s cuts 
as ‘plot to eliminate Palestinian problem’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment Corporation 

( H UDC ) Wednesday 

awarded a JD757.161 con- 
tract to a local firm to pro- 
vide infrastructure for the 
second phase of Tareq 
Housing Estate northwest 
of Amman, to be completed 
within 450 days. 

HUDC Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat, who signed 
the contract with the firm's 
general manager, said the 
company will subdivide 
152.318 dunums into 285 
plots that will be used for 
residential units and infra- 
structure services such as 
water, telephone, sewage, 
and electrical networks, as 
well as a drainage canal, a 
parking lot, retaining waifs, 
and public squares. 

The previous phase of the 
housing estate, carried out 
by the corporation, entailed 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jonhin Times 

AMMAN — Ziad Qassim. 
the famous Jordanian nov- 
elist recognised for his dis- 
tinguished writings of 
Amman's history, 

announced his resignation 
from the Jordan Writers 
Association (JWA) in 
August due to his dissatis- 
faction with the guild. 

“The lack of support in 
literary works and the 
restriction of personal 
awards to some members 
are a few of the reasons that 
led to my resignation," Mr. 
Qassim said. 

“I do not believe that my 
works were attended to in 
the right way," he added. 

Although a member of 
the JWA for over six years, 
the association never 
offered to publish his 
works, while many other 
institutions have shown 
their respect for his writ- 
ings and several published 
manuscripts, he said. 

Lack of interest in his 
works and not having criti- 
cal workshops dealing with 
them were the main reasons 
behind his resignation, sec- 
retary of RVA Basil Rifae 
said. 

The JWA has 408 mem- 
bers working in several 
Jepartments. including lit- 
:"rature. novels, poetry. 
Jrama, theatre, and chil- 
dren’s literature. Mr. Rifae 
,said. 

the association, there- 


the construction of 66 hous- 
ing units, at a total cost of 
JD1.212 million. 

Also Wednesday, the 
General Corporation for 
Environmental Protection 
(GCEP) signed a contract 
with the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS). under which 
the latter will monitor the 
emission of pollutant gases 
and dust in the atmosphere 
in and around the 
Hashemieh district within 
Zaraq govemorate. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement. RSS 

researchers will monitor the 
situation at three stations, 
one near the Khirbet AI 
Samta waste water treat- 
ment plant, a second near 
the Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Company, and a 
third near Al Hussein Ther- 
mal Power Station, in order 
to measure the level of pol- 
lutants in the air on a daily 


fore, cannot focus its atten- 
tion on one writer, but 
rather mention him and his 
works within a workshop of 
a certain genre. he 
explained. 

In a workshop dedicated 
to Jordanian novelists of 
the 90's, Mr. Qassim was 
present and was awarded 
the highest award, the 
‘Taysir Sboul Prize for 
Novels.” he said. 

Non-affiliated institu- 
tions. such as the Ministry 
of Culture and the Union of 
Arab Writers, nominate 
recipients, in addition to the 
JWA, Mr. Qassim clarified. 

“I believe ray works are 
appreciated by many other 
institutions far more than 
the JWA." he said. 

Personal awards do not 
support literary works, he 
added. 

'The support is beneficial 
when a writer’s works are 
published." Mr. Qassim 
insisted. 

“I felt that my works were 
not properly appreciated at 
the association. For exam- 
ple. I have been working in 
Amman's municipality for 
some time, and the munici- 
pality published one of my 
books, which should be the 
JWA’s obligation.” he said. 

When a member offers 
his or her resignation, the 
JWA allows a rwo-montb 
period of reconsideration, 
both for the association and 
the resigning person. Mr. 
Rifae explained. 

Last Sunday in a private 


basis. 

The agreement was 
signed by Minister of 
Municipal > and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Tawfiq Kreishan and 
RSS President Said 
Alloush. 

The GCEP Wednesday 
also signed two agreements 
with the University of Jor- 
dan, the first to study the 
effects of continual irriga- 
tion on the levels of salinity 
in the soil of the WaJeh dis- 
trict south of Amman, and 
the second dealing with 
management of lands and 
rainwater harvesting in the 
upper Yarmouk River 
Basin. 

The agreements were 
signed by University of Jor- 
dan President Fawzi 
Gharaibeh and the GCEP 
Director General Fares 
Juniedi. 


meeting. JWA president Mr. 
Fakhri Kawar was 
assigned to convince Mr. 
Qassim to retract his resig- 
nation. since the associa- 
tion “values its members.” 
Mr. Rifae said. 

The guild lacks focus, 
which is the result of past 
oversights. Mr. Qassim 
said. 

“I believe that Mr. Kawar 
and the administration of 
JWA are doing tbeir best to 
improve and develop the 
association, but such a task 
needs great time and 
effort.” he concluded. 

The JWA, established in 
1974, was closed by the 
government in 1987 on the 
grounds that the association 
had political movements in 
the Kingdom and did not 
have a proper cultural role. 

The association was re- 
opened in 1989 with the 
return of democratic and 
parliamentary life in Jor- 
dan. 

The JWA awards 10 
prizes annually and pub- 
lishes a seasonal magazine 
called “Al Awraq” (The 
Papers'), Mr. Rifae said. 

The JWA has a new agen- 
da of reviving the associa- 
tion's role in literary works, 
and activists are promoting 
its role among other similar 
unions following years of 
weakness. Mr. Kawar said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 11 
Jordanian opposition politi- 
cal parties Wednesday 
issued a statement attacking 
a decision by the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) to 
reduce its services to Pales- 
tinian refugees, accusing 
the agency of being part of 
a plot to settle the refugees 
and eliminate the Palestin- 
ian problem. 

“UNRWA's Commission- 
er General bas declared a 
series of austerity measures 
under the pretext of dealing 
with the deficit in the 
agency's budget, estimated 
at $20 million for this year, 
but the move is part of the 
ongoing drive to terminate 
UNRWA’s services gradu- 
ally within the so-called 
‘peace programme’.” the 
starement said. 

“The agency's moves are 
aimed at settling the Pales- 
tinians in Arab countries, as 
‘ provided for in the peace 


. AMMAN (Petra) — 
Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Hani 
Mulki will arrive in 
Sanaa Friday to head Jor- 
dan's team in the joint 
Jordanian- Yemeni com- 
mittee that will prepare 
the ground for the Jor- 
danian- Yemeni Higher 
Committee meeting 
opening there on Sept. 7. 

The preparatory com- 
mittee's two-day meeting 
will review the imple- 
mentation of agreements 
concluded by me higher 
joint committee in July 
1996 concerning cooper- 
ation in maritime trans- 
port, trade, and seaports. 

The preparatory com- 
mittee is also to discuss 
collaborative investment 
projects, industrial coor- 
dination between the two 
private sectors. and 
affairs of the chambers of 
trade and industry. 

Several other areas of 
potential cooperation are 
on the agenda, including 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — While walking 
on a newjy-planted field in 
northern Jordan, 1 4-year-old 
Kamel Saadi unknowingly 
■stepped on a landmine that had 
drifted, to its edge, becoming 
another landmine victim. 

He decided to become a 
prosthetist while studying in 
the United States, in order to 
help other landmine victims in 
the Middle East- 

In 1996 Kamel joined the 
Landmine Survivors Network 
(LSN), “the first international 
organisation created by land- 
mine survivors for landmine 
survivors.” Mr. Suadi. now 33, 
told the Jordan Times. 

The network, founded by 
American landmine survivors 
Ken Rutherford and Gerard 
White, targets landmine vic- 
tims worldwide in urgent need 
of proper medical care and 
rehabilitation, said Mr. Saadi, 
who has become LSN’s rcpje- 
sentative for the Middle East 

Approximately 70 people; in 
most cases children and 
women, are killed or maimed 
by landmines each day, he stat- 
ed 

The Network’s latest 


agreements with the Zionist 
enemy, in the course of liq- 
uidating the Palestinian 
problem and cancelling the 
Palestinian people's right to 
return to their homeland as 
stipulated in U.N. Resolu- 
tions 194 and 237,” the 
statement continued. 

“We, as opposition politi- 
cal parties in Jordan, 
declare our outright rejec- 
tion of the agency's plot 
and demand that UNRWA 
continue to meet its U.N., 
legal, and political commit- 
ments toward the refugees,” 
it added. 

The statement demanded 
that all concerned parties 
and nations that respect 
international rules and 
human rights principles 
intervene and link UNRWA 
with the United Nations 
Higher Commission for 
Refugees, which incorpo- 
rates the U.N. definition of 
“refugee" calling for the 
repatriation of displaced 


agriculture. fisheries, 
electricity and energy, 
construction, housing, 
and telecommunications. 

The committee will 
examine the prospects of 
Yemen giving priority to 
Jordanian contractors in 
Yemeni projects, launch- 
ing a joint land transport 
company, and linking 
Aden and Sanaa with 
Amman through a week- 
ly flight by Royal Jordan- 
ian (RJ). 

The preparatory com- 
mittee is also discussing 
a mechanism for provid- 
ing medical treatment, to 
Yemenis in Jordanian 
hospitals, the provision 
of Jordanian teachers to 
Yemeni schools and uni- 
versities, and acceptance 
of Yemeni students at 
local institutions of high- 
er education. 

Further issues on the 
agenda include coopera- 
tion in media and infor- 
mation, exchanges 
between the national 


achievement is the develop- 
ment of a database to link land- 
mine survivors with the 
resources available to them, he . 
added 

‘The database will be for 
landmine survivors in coun- 
tries such as Jordan. Lebanon, 
Egypt, and Iraq." explained 
Mr. Saadi, who has been in 
contact with survivors in the 
entire Middle East 

Many of the victims have 
psychological problems and 
technical problems with their 
prosthetics, which makes them 
feel helpless and that their lives 
have come to an end, he con- 
tinued. 

Mr. Saadi departed for the 
Oslo Diplomatic Conference 
Wednesday with a clear mis- 
sion: He. along with 15 other 
landmine victims, will speak to 
over ICO state delegates and 
show them living proof of 
what landmin es do. 

‘They hear about what land- 
mines do, but we want them to 
look at us and see reality in the 
face.’’ be exclaimed. 

■ He is optimistic about the 
outcome of this conference, 
since government representa- 
tives in Brussels last June 
showed genuine interest in 
banning anti-personnel mines. 


peoples, rather than their 
rehabilitation or provision 
of employment. 

The statement urged all 
Jordanian opposition par- 
ties and national move- 
ments to stand firm in 
defence of the refugees' 
right to return and to reject 
the idea of settling refugees 
in Arab countries. 

The statement also 
implored the Jordanian 
people to act in concert in 
rejecting these plots 
through various means. 

Also on Wednesday, the 
higher coordination com- 
mittee for the opposition 
parties issued a statement 
describing the U.S. secre- 
tary of state’s visit to the 
Middle East as another 
manifestation of Washing- 
ton's support for Israel. 

‘The opposition political 
parties believe the U.S. sec- 
retary can by no means play 
a peaceful role, because the 
U.S. government is corn- 


news agencies, and the 
extradition of criminals 
between the two security 
services. 

The preparatory com- 
mittee meeting was pre- 
ceded on Sept. 3 by the 
joint technical commit- 
tee, comprising represen- 
tatives of the public and 
private sectors and the 
chambers of trade and 
industry. 

The higher committee 
is expected to conclude 
an agreement on organis- 
ing employment and 
sharing expertise in voca- 
tional training, and to 
discuss other issues con- 
cerning tourism and cul- 
ture. 

The present trade bal- 
ance between Yemen and 
Jordan is in favour of Jor- 
dan. which last year 
exported JD2 1 million 
worth of goods, mainly 
cement and imported 
JD5.7 million worth of 
Yemeni products, mainly 
fish. 


be said. 

According to a statement 
made by the international 
Campaign to Ban Landmines 
(ICBL), a coalition of more 
than 1,000 non-governmental 
organisations in over 60 com- 


mitted to remain hostile to 
.Arabs and biased toward 
the Zionist enemy. This is 
clear from the American aid 
to the Jewish state, militari- 
ly and financially, and man- 
ifested in the U.S. stand 
within and outside U.N. cir- 
cles, including Washing- 
ton’s resistance to any U.N. 
stands against the Zionist 
settlement plans and the 
U.S. Congress’ decision to 
move their embassy to 
Jerusalem,” according to 
the statement, which was 
signed by Mohammad 
Zou7>i. head of the coordi- 
nation committee. 

“Because U.S. aggression 
is still directed against Iraq. 
Libya, and Sudan, the 
opposition parties consider 
the U.S. secretary's visit as 
a continuation of the Amer- 
ican support for the Zionist 
enemy, and believe that dis- 
tracting public opinion with 
such visit is only part of the 
policy of deception, some- 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Wednesday urged the Min- 
istry of Education to make 
arrangements for schools to 
remain open in the evenings 
to allow students to study and 
conduct extracurricular activ- 
ities. 

Dr. Majali said the ministry 
should allow for meetings 
between teachers and stu- 
dents outside of the classroom 
so that teachers can learn 
about students' problems and 
hold discussions, and sug- 
gested that the ministry find 
’ an' appropriate mechanism for 
implementing this process. 

Stressing that schools serve 
as an appropriate arena for 
building the character of stu- 
dents and encouraging cre- 
ative work, the prime minister 
said schools should be made 
to function as social centres, 
enabling teachers and stu- 
dents to discuss problems fac- 
ing the local communities and 


cries, the U.S. proposed on the 
first day of the conference 
[Sept. 1) a permanent excep- 
tion for the use of anti-person- 
nel mines in Korea. 

“Last minute participation by 
the U.S. and their introduction 


thing that has been ongoing 
since the Madrid confer- 
ence.” the statement 
charged. 

The statement urged all 
parties and the masses in 
Jordan and other Arab 
countries “to take a very 
firm stand against the 
American role in Palestine, 
Iraq. Sudan, Libya, and 
other parts of the .Arab 
World because the U.S. 
government is an enemy, 
not a friend of the Arabs, 
and therefore involving it in 
any effort means accepting 
its hostile role directed 
against Arab rights and 
interests.” 

The statement said the 
opposition groups hold the 
government and the other 
Arab governments respon- 
sible for the continuation of 
what has been called “the 
peace process." 


interact with ihe local resi- 
dents. 

Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Munther 
Masri briefed the prime min- 
ister on extracurricular activi- 
ties offered at schools, noting 
that nearly one quarter of a 
million students currently 
participate in these activities 
at evening centres. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Izzat Jaradat outlined the 
ministry's plans for this 
school year and the pro- 
grammes for developing the 
educational system through 
the year 2007. 

Dr. Majali spoke at a meet- 
ing of the minisny's planning 
committee. which later 
reviewed the general situation 
at the beginning of the school 
year and heard a report on the 
distribution of books, the 
appointment of teachers, and 
the supervisors’ visits to 
schools around the country. 


today of a geographic excep- 
tion is perhaps the biggest 
threat to die whole process," 
said Jody Williams of the Viet- 
nam Veterans of American 
Foundation and ICBL coordi- 
nator. 


Celebrated novelist cites lack of 
support as reason for resignation 


Joint Jordanian- Yemeni committee 
to discuss cooperation in several fields 


Prime minister asks 
for increased social 
focus at schools 


Landmine survivor assists other victims, seeks ban at Oslo 



Kamel Saadi leaves a local hospital after his third amputation. Mr. Saadi, 33, had to 
have his left leg removed after stepping on a landmine in the northern part of the 
country 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Statistics indicate drugs are 6 serious problem’ 


DARAT AL FUNIIN 
SUMMER *97 FESTVAL 

* Film entitled ‘Donatello 
1 386- 1 466: The First modem 
Sculpture” at 6:00 p.m. 

* Graphics by Rafa Nasiri of 
Ir.iq. Ziad DuUoul of Syria, and 
Najia Mehudji ai the South Hall. 

* Paintings by Jordanian artist 
Mohammad Qailoka at the Mid- 
dle Hall. 

* Sculfture. drawings, and 
paintings by Jordanian artist 
Rujwa Ali. 

+ Paintings by children of 
Zarqa reflecting on the problem 
of pollution at the Byzantine 
church. 


PLAY 

r Children's play — "How to 
Recover Our Names’’ at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, at 6:00 
p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

+ Paintings by Palestinian 
artists entitled “Palestine the 
Reality and the Dream” ai the 
Jordan National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, until Ocl 2 (except Tues- 
days), 

*Display of caricature draw- 
ings by Naji Al Ali at Abdul 
Hameed Showman Foundation, 
Jabal Amman, until Sept. 6. 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Recent statis- 
tics on drug addiction in Jor- 
dan indicate that drags have 
become a serious issue for 
security agencies, the head of 
the Anti-Narcotics Depart- 
ment Colonel Nazeeh Shray- 
deh said. 

A study by Col. Shraydeh 
indicated' that 158 drug cases 
were reported in the first 
seven months of this year, 
compared to 292 cases in 
1996, and 359 in 1995. 

The study, submitted dur- 
ing the twcHday seminar held 


last week under the title 
‘Towards a secure Jordanian 
family in 2000,” showed that 
67 people arrested this year 
on drug charges were 
between the ages 20-29. 

The study added rhar 59 of 
the arrested were aged 30-39 
years, 19 were above 50, and 
the remaining cases were 
below 20-years old. 

‘To say that Jordan is mere- 
ly a transit area for drags and 
not a base, to say that drugs 
arc an imported phenomenon 
and do not exist in Jordan, 
these are no longer valid 
statements,” Col. Shraydeh 
said in his study. 


‘‘Due to the increase in drug 
addiction in Jordan, we are in 
a new reality where addiction 
is no longer concentrated in a 
particular sector of society, 
but now includes all social 
strata, rich and poor.” the 
security official said. 

The colonel emphasised in 
his study, which was made 
available to the Jordan Times, 
that among the reasons 
behind drug addiction were 
family disputes, keeping bad 
company, escape from the 
present reality of the young 
generation, poverty, and 
adopting wrong ideas on drug 
use. 


Drug use among women 
remained “very low” and is 
not considered as a “phenom- 
enon'' in the Kingdom, the 
official said. 

Statistics indicate that in the 
first half of this year, only 13 
drug cases were reported 
among females, compared to 
337 cases among males, he 
said. 

In 1996, 15 cases were 
reported among, women, 
compared to 641 cases 
among men, the colonel 
added in his study. 

Colonel Shraydeh said the 
use of heroin, a “serious and 
dangerous” phenomenon, is 


spreading among drug 

addicts. 

Private sector physicians' 
figures showed that “there is 
an increase in heroin addicts 
who are approaching these 
doctors for treatment,” the 
colonel added 
The study showed that 
among the cases reported this 
year. 93 cases involved hero- 
in. compared to 55 hashish 
cases, and 10 cases of pills. 

During 1996, 103 heroin 
cases, 168 hashish cases, and 
31 pill cases were reported, 
the study addetL 
The study revealed that 306 
Jordanians. 1 2 Egyptians, 


— study 

nine Saudis, nine Syrians, 
five Iraqis, eight Turks, two 
Ghanaians, and one Kuwaiti 
and Lebanese each were 
involved in drug cases. 

The number of Jordanians 
involved in drug cases in 
1996 

was 556, compared to 637 in 
1995. the study said. 

Colonel Shraydeh dis- 
missed weekly tabloid 
reports that addiction is 
spreading among students in 
schools and universities, 
stressing that educational 
institutions are still “clean.” 
and if cases arc discovered, 
“they are individual Gases/' 
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No end yet to Serb power struggle 


Army chief harangues 

mUlIXJmz Blast rocks Catholic 

Serb power struggle is # 9 

with hidliners demanding residence in Sarajevo 


Plavsic 


BANJA LUKA (AFP) — 
Neither side in the Bosnian 
Serb power struggle is 
showing any sign of a let up, 
with hardliners demanding 
Wednesday that Presi-dent 
Biljana Plavsic toe their 
line, and Ms. Plavsic refus- 
ing to buckle. 

The commander of the 
Bosnian Serb army. General 
Pero Colic, speaking early 
Wednesday after meeting 
Western-backed Ms. Plavsic 
here, called on her to obey 
the parliament which is 
loyal to hardline wartime 
leader Radovan Karadzic. 

He also called for Ms. 
Plavsic to accept new presi- . 
dential elections in the , 
Serb-run pan of Bosnia to 
settle the power struggle 
that erupted when Ms. 
Plavsic in July announced 
the sacking of a hardline 
interior minister. 

Ms. Plavsic, who backs 
implementation of the 1995 
Bosnian peace treaty, dec- 
lined to comment after the 
meeting. 

She has always previously 
refused to accept early pres- 
idential elections and de- 
manded legislative elections 
to replace the hardline par- 
liament which she insists is i 
now operating illegally after 
she formally dissolved it in 
July. 

Showing no sign of giving 
in to pressure, Ms. Plavsic 
Tuesday refused an invita- 
tion by top civilian hardlin- 
er. Momcilo Krajisnik, a 
close friend and ally of Mr. 
Karadzic, to meet in the 
hardline-run town of Bijel- 


SARAJEVO (AFP) —A blast rocked a Sarajevo house that 
is home to eight Roman Catholic priests and trainee priests 
early Wednesday, local and U.N. police said. 

“An explosion took place at around 3:00 a.m. in front of 
the Parish House in the Sarajevo neighbourhood of 
Grbavfca”, Adnan Kosovac, spokesman of the Sarajevo, 
police.jtold AFP. 

An explosive device, the type of which was not known 
yet, was set in front of the door of the Parish's chapel, Mr. 
Kbsovac said. ; - 

Alex Ivanko,. spokesman for the U.N .police said that 
according to early reports there were “no casualties but 
three cars and a building were damaged in the explosion." 
Police were investigating. 

A series of explosions targeted Catholic churches and 
monasteries in Bosnia earlier this y iar ahead of the visit of 
the Pope John'Paul II to Sarajevo. That visit itself was 
marred by an apparent attempt on *the life of the Pope -r- 
with bombs wired up to explode onlthe route he was due to 
take into the town. •} : 

The bombs were found and removed by Bosnian police. 

The perpetrators of the incidents jwere never found. 


jina Wednesday. 

Bijeljina. which lies close 
to the border with Serbia, 
has been fortified by the 
hardliners in recent days 
amid fears that NATO 
troops who have helped Ms. 
Plavsic to take control of 
several hardline-run police 
stations, would give her 
control of that town too. 

Tuesday, Belgrade came 
out in favour of the hardlin- 
ers, attacking both Ms. 
Plavsic and NATO support 
for her. 

A top Belgrade official, 
acting apparently with gov- 
ernment approval, attacked 
Ms. Plavsic head on for the 


first time Tuesday accusing 
her of "irresponsible” be- 
haviour in opposing the 
hardliners she says are get- 
ting rich while her people 
go hungry. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright last 
Monday urged Mr. Milose- 
vic, who retains a powerful 
influence in Bosnia, to “get 
off the fence” and throw his 
weight behind Ms. Plavsic. 

But Tuesday Zoran Lilic. 
number two in the ruling 
Socialist Party who is a for- 
mer Yugoslav president and 
close ally of current Yugos- 
lav President Slobodan 
Milosevic, told state televi- 


sion here that Ms. Plavsic 
“is, at least, not serious and 
even irresponsible.” 

He also attacked as “irre- 
sponsible, unacceptable and 
... a one-sided interference” 
NATO backing for Ms. 
Plavsic. 

The top international en- 
voy to Bosnia, High Repre- 
sentative Carlos Westen- 
dorp, is due to meet Mr. 
Milosevic Wednesday in 
Belgrade. The crisis in Bos- 
nia will dominate the talks. 

The West, Washington in 
particular, has backed Ms. 
Plavsic, who has been 
thrown out of the ruling 
Serb party and formed a 
party of her own. 

Washington hopes that the 
former hardliner — still an 
ardent nationalist but seen 
as more reasonable than Mr. 
Karadzic — will force the 
reluctant Serbs to imple- 
ment the Dayton peace 
treaty, securing peace in 
Bosnia and easing the exit 
of NATO troops from the 
country. 

NATO too has been crack- 
ing down on the hardliners 
and the Pentagon said 
Tuesday NATO forces had 
inspected Bosnian Serb 
Special Police — part of the 
force paid by Mr. Karadzic 
to protect him and other 
hardliners — in the hardline 
stronghold Pale to check for 
banned weapons. 

The Pentagon denied re- 
ports NATO troops had ins- 
pected Mr. Karadzic’s 
offices. 


Afghan opposition attack north of Kabul 


HOSSEIN KOT (AFP.) — 
Afghan opposition forces 
launched a heavy attack on 
Taleban positions north of 
the capital early Wednes- 
day, militia fighters here 
said. 

But the Taleban launched 
a counterattack, forcing the 
former government troops 
to flee, said a turbaned mili- 
tia commander, speaking at 
this dusty frontline village 
only 20 kilometres north of 
Kabul. 

He said the attack was the 
first opposition initiative for 
days. 

“They launched a heavy 
attack early this morning 
with lots of guns but we 
fought back and they ret- 


reated," MawJawi Ahmad 
Habibullah told .AFP. 

He said the enemy forces 
loyal to ousted government 
leader, Ahmad Shah Mas- 
ood attempted to capture 
two key hilltops here using 
infantry forces backed by 
heavy weapons fire. 

“The attack was brief, and 
they ran away leaving dead 
bodies on the road." he said. 

No corpses were visible 
by mid-morning, and no 
independent confirmation 
of the claims was immedi- 
ately available. 

Local residents, of whom 
only a few remain in the fer- 
tile fanning district, con- 
firmed battles raged early in 
the day with jet. rocket. 


mortar and artillery action. 

When asked for details of 
the morning's fighting, a 
Kuchi nomad passing 
through the area only offered 
a more philosophical reply. 

“They’re only fighting for 
power again, but they're 
causing a lot of damage,” 
Abdul Majid commented. 
“People who have power 
should really be more intel- 
ligent." 

Occasional battles have 
been raging here for seven 
weeks, after a lightning 
two-day Masood advance 
pushed the Taleban back to 
hilltop positions here. 

But since the advance in 
late July, neither side has 
been able to make a decisive 


blow at the front, which zig- 
zags through the fertile 
Shamali Valley that extends 
north from Kabul to the to- 
wering Hindu Kush moun- 
tains. 

Mr. Masood, pushed out 
of Kabul by the hardline 
Muslim Taleban more than 
1 1 months ago, shares con- 
trol of around one-third of 
.Afghanistan with a Shiite 
Muslim faction and ethnic- 
Uzbek warlord, Abdul 
Malik. 

The Taleban militia con- 
trol the southern two-thirds 
of the war-shattered coun- 
try. and have imposed a 
strict form of Islamic law in 
those areas and in the once 
relatively liberal capital. 


New Karabakh leader urges military build-up 


STEPANAKERT (R) — 
The newly-elected leader of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an enc- 
lave at the bean of a decade- 
long war. vowed Tuesday to 
boost its military might to 
ward off possible attack by 
Azerbaijan. 

Election officials said fi- 
nal returns from Monday's 
presidential poll gave Kara- 
bokh's “foreign minister." 
40-year-old lawyer. Arkady 
Gukasyan, 90 per cent of 
the votes of the enclave's 
mostly ethnic Armenian 
population. 

The election in the region, 
whose self-declared inde- 
pendence from Azerbaijan 
is not recognised interna- 
tionally, was held despite 
foreign pressure to abandon 
it. 

"We feel compelled to ! 
strengthen our military po- 
tential. As long as we have a- 
strong army I doubt Azer- 
baijan will try to use force 
against us” Mr. Gukasyan 
told reporters, adding that 
talks with the Azeri govern- 
ment had reached a dead- 


lock. 

The region, populated 
niostly by ethnic Armen- 
ians, was under the jurisdic- 
tion of Azerbaijan during 
the Soviet period but broke 
away and declared its inten- 
tion to be annexed to Ar- 
menia as the Soviet Union 
unravelled in the late 1980s. 
War between Azeris and 
Armenians followed. 

Azerbaijan seeks to res- 
tore control over Karabakh 
and accuses Armenia of 
backing the separatists. 

Mr. Gukasyan confirmed 
Karabakh 's often-repeated 
position that under no cir- 
cumstances would the re- 
gion would submit to Azer- 
baijan’s rule again, thus dis- 
missing a peace plan pro- 
posed by a foreign countries 
mediating in the conflict. 

“It is senseless to talk 
about Nagorno-Karabakh as 
part of Azerbaijan.” he said. 

The latest in a long line of 
failed proposals calls for 
Karabakh to be given wide 
autonomy but technically 
remain part of Azerbaijan. 


Foreign peacekeepers 
would be deployed around 
the enclave to ensure its 


security. 

The Karabakh forces 
would have to give up a 
large buffer zone they have 
occupied around the peri- 
meter of their unrecognised 
state but would be able to 
keep using a land bridge 
they won between them- 
selves and Armenia proper. 

Mr. Gukasyan has said 
earlier Karabakh could not 
accept this proposal because 
it represented only Azerbai- 
jan’s position. 

“So far the proposals are 
leading more towards war 
than peace, because one 
side in the conflict is abso- 
lutely unsatisfied with the 
peace talks." be said. 

He said Baku was trying 
to use its oil wealth to put 
international pressure on the 
region. 

“We don’t see any desire 
for compromise on the 
Azeri side. The Azeri posi- 
tion was more reasonable 
two years ago than it is 


today." he said. “The com- 
promises we make would . 
depend on comprom ises 
Azerbaijan is willing to 
make." 

Some 35.000 people have 
died in the protracted con- 
flict over Karabakh before a 
ceasefire deal was signed in 
1994. 

Armenian President Le- 
von Ter-Petrosyan and Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
signed a friendship and co- 
operation accord Friday. It 
calls for the two countries to 
support each other militarily 
if they feel under threat. 

Azerbaijan, struggling to 
absorb nearly a million re- 
fugees and displaced people 
from the conflict, has ac- 
cused Russia of supporting 
Armenians during the war. 

Observers say increased 
pressure to resolve the con- 
flict is in no small measure 
due to more than $30 billion 
that Baku has secured in 
long-term investment from 
foreign firms in developing 
its big offshore Caspain Sea 
oil reserves. 


U.S. meets resistance at anti-landmine conference 


OSLO (R) — A U.S. pro- 
posal to exclude the Korean 
Peninsula from a global ban 
on anti-personnel landmines 
ran into stiff opposition 
Tuesday, anti-mine cam- 
paigners said. 

The proposal called for an 
open-ended arrangement for 
a proposed treaty banning 
The use of landmines to al- 
low the United States to 
continue using them in de- 
fensive operations in South 
Korea. 

The head of the U.S. steer- 
ing committee for the cam- 
paign to Ban landmines, 
Steve Goose, said Washing- 
ton had indicated there was 
no flexibility on the Korean 
issue and it was willing to 


walk out of the conference 
if it lost a vote on the provi- 
sion. 

The Americans presented 
the proposal, along with a 
handful of other demands, 
on the second day of a con- 
ference convened to ham- 
mer out a text for a conven- 
tion on a total ban on land- 
mines. which kill or maim 
around 26.000 victims a 


U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, speaking at a 
news conference with 
Norwegian Prime Minister 
Thorbjoem Jagland, said he 
would make a strong state- 
ment to the conference 
Wednesday in support of the 
so-called Ottawa process 
aimed at a total ban of land- 


year. 

The Oslo conference aims 
to build on a declaration 
made in Brussels in June 
when 98 countries commit- 
ted themselves politically to 
a ban, A final treaty, if 
agreed, will be signed In the 
Canadian capital of Ottawa 
in December. 


mines. 

‘"Sooner or later even 
those (governments) who 
are not here In Oslo, and 
may not be in Ottawa, will 
have to come on board,” 
said Mr. Annan, who flew in 
from Copenhagen. 

The head of the U.S. dele- 
gation, Eric Newsom, said 
Korea was a unique case. 
The exemption was neces- 


sary to allow the United 
States to cany out its de- 
fence obligations there, he 
said. 

“There is no other compa- 
rable situation in the world 
where a United Nations’ 
armistice is being enforced 
under a United Nations res- 
olution and a United Na- 
tions command,” he said. 

Anti-mine campaigners 
and delegates expressed 
concern that the U.S. de- 
mand would lead others to 
seek similar exceptions. 

Mr. Goose said he had 
counted 33 countries that 
had spoken out against the 
U.S. exemption. 



SimjjFein President Gerry Adams speaks at a press conference after arriving at John 
F. Kennedy International Airport in New York. Mr. Adams and members of his nego- 
tiating team, including Caoimhghhin O' Caolain (right), are .on a four city, six-day 
visitAo the United States before the Sept 15 start of peace talks with England ( Reuter 


photo) 


Sinn Fein leader arrives in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R i — The 
leader^ of Sinn Fein, the 
political wing of the Irish 
Republican Army (TRA), on 
a five-day visit to the United 
States, said Tuesday all- 
party talks in Belfast 
offered the best hope of 
peace this century. 

Gerry Adams arrived in 
Washington late Tuesday 
after technical problems 
delayed his flight from New 
York, and spoke briefly to a 
cheering Irish-: American 
crowd on Capitol Hill. 

Mr. Adams is due to meet 
in Washington and New 
York with high-ranking 
members of the Clinton ad- 
ministration and other pro- 
minent politicians, includ- 
ing New York Mayor Ru- 
dolph Giuliani. 

It is his first trip to the 
United States since IRA 
guerrillas in July announced 
a fresh cease-fire in their 
28-year campaign to end 
British rule of Northern 
Ireland. 

The visit takes place days 
before the start of all-party 
talks on the future of the 
province, to which Sinn 
Fein has been invited by 
Britain’s new Labour gov- 
ernment following the 
truce. 

“Dialogue is the only way 
forward. It’s only through 
dialogue and negotiation we 
will build a better situation “ 
Mr. Adams told re-rpo tiers at 
Kennedy Inter-national 
Airport, where he stopped 
on his way to Washington. 


“We are in a peace negoti- 
ation mode. We don’t intend 
for this opportunity to be 
wasted.” he said. -This op- 
portunity for peace clearly 
is ‘the best one we’re going 
to have this century. 

“We have to ensure it isn’t 
frittered away,” he added. 

Mr. Adams said the trip 
was designed both to raise 
funds and to mobilise public 
opinion to support Sinn 
Fein’s goals. 

“We want to make it very, 
very clear that a united 
Ireland is not only possible 
but it is going to a reality," 
be said. 

“We will give it our veiy, 
very best effort to bring 
about a lasting peace” he 
said. 

Accompanying Mr. 
Adams are Sinn Fein’s chief 
negotiator, Martin McGuin- 
ness and Caoimhghin 
O ’Caolain, the first Sinn 
Fein member ta enter the 
Republic of Ireland parlia- 
ment. 

The high point of the 
fund-raising effort will be a 
dinner in New York city's 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel, to be 
attended by 500 guests. 

There also be a political 
rally in New York and en- 
gagements in Chicago and 
San Francisco. 

In Washington, State 
Department spokesman 
James Foley said the United 
States welcomed' the cease- 
fire. 

"We want it to hold. We 
want it to be truly, 100 per 


cent respected on a perma- 
nent basis,” he said. “And 
secondly, we will encourage 
the efforts of the negotiators 
and of the participants in the 
negotiations to make a good 
faith effort, an effort for the 
long haul through the 
bumps that will occur if this 
process gets under way as 
we hope.’’- 

Both Mr. Adams and the 
State Department spokes- 
man said they would wel- 
come the full participation 
of pro-British Unionists at 
the talks. 

“They have a stake in a 
successful peaceful out- 
come, and in order for their 
own perspectives to be 
brought to bear, they have to 
be at the table.” Mr. Fo-ley 
said. 

The province’s largest 
Protestant Party, the Ulster 
Unionists, said they would 
remain involved with the 
talks in some form and not 
follow a boycott by two 
smaller Protestant group- 
ings over Sinn Fein's inclu- 
sion. 

But party leader David 
Trimble said he would not 
necessarily sit round a table 
with Sinn Fein negotiators. 
Unionists may take part in 
proximity talks, where they 
would sit in a separate room 
and use intermediaries. 

“We think the chairs and 
table should be left vacant 
for them and the doors 
should be open,” Mr. Adams 
said. 


Australian republic debate heats up 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Australia's Labour opposi- 
tion accused Prime Minister 
John Howard Tuesday of 
filling a constitutional con- 
venticrif set up to consider 
severing links to the British 
crown with monarchist 
allies and “young fogeys.” 

The charge followed the 
release Sunday of non-par- 
liameniary appointments to 
the convention due early 
next year to consider 
whether Australia should 
become a republic and to 
frame questions for a 
national referendum. 

Republicans on Mr. 
Howard’s own Liberal Party 
have claimed the appoint- 
ments list is stacked with 
monarchists including 
young people unrepresenta- 
tive of Australian youth 
usually shown by polls to be 
overwhelmingly republican. 

Opposition leader Kira 
Beazley said Tuesday it 
appeared at least three of 
the eight youth delegates 
were avowed monarchists, 
including one who had been 
disciplined oyer voting 


irregularities in the Liberal 
Party. 

“If it is the case... what’s 
being sent there is an over- 
represented delegation of 
young fogeys,” he said. 

Mr. Beazley introduced a 
parliamentary private mem- 
ber's bill requiring a 
plebiscite or non-binding 
vote on the republic issue. 

“It sets up a process far 
cheaper than the convention 
process, using a parliamen- 
tary committee to design a 
question after public con- 
sultation. and then direct ii 
to the public.” he said. 

Australians, he argued, 
were ready now for a 
national vote on the issue 
and would rather not waste 
time with Mr. Howard’s 
constitutional convention. 

Mr. Howard this week 
named 36 people to attend 
the convention, along with 
40 state and federal politi- 
cians and 76 to be elected 
by a postal ballot. 

Opposition legal 

spokesman. Nick Bolkus 
said the government should 
rethink its appointments or 


risk making a laughing 
stock of the whole process. 

“It’s quite apparent that 
the Liberal Party and the 
prime minister has used this 
process as a factional game 
to once again beat the'wets 
in his party around the 
head,” he said. 

Mr. Bolkus said the choic- 
es failed to reflect the over- 
whelming support among 
young Australians, includ- 
ing the Young Liberals 
Movement, for a republic. 

He said the government 
had opted for monarchists 
such as retired Governor- 
General Bill Hayden, a for- 
mer Labour leader and a 
Republican who admitted 
recently to have become a 
monarchist, as the only for- 
mer politician. 

Mr. Howard’s parliamen- 
tary.. -.secretary responsible 
for the convention. Nick 
Minchin. rejected the criti- 
cism. He said a recent poll 
showed 52 per cent of 1 8-34 
year olds backed a republic. 
26 per cent were opposed 
and 22 per cent were unde- 
cided. 


Australia to build $2 10m nuclear reactor 


CANBERRA (R) — Aus- 
tralia said Wednesday it 
would build a new 290 mil- 
lion Australian dollars 
($210 million) nuclear reac- 
tor. mainly for medical 
research, rejecting opposi- 
tion from Green groups and 
local residents. 

Science Minister Peter 
McGauran said the new 
reactor, on the site of an 
existing plant in Sydney, 
would help save thousands 
of people suffering from 
diseases such as cancer. 

“The government’s very 
proud of its decision, be-' 


cause it will save Australian 
lives: 260,000 Australians 
undergo a nuclear medicine 
procedure every year.” he 
told reporters. “And half of 
those are subject to life- 
threatening situations." 

Mr. McGauran also said 
the government had rejected 
a proposal to build a repro- 
cessing plant for nuclear 
waste in Australia and 
would instead spend AS88 
million on returning 2,000 
spent fuel rods to Scotland 
and the United States. 

The plant, which will not 
produce any electricity, will 


tate six years to build. 

The Liberal-National gov- 
ernment looked at alterna- 
tive sites around the nation, 
including in the remote out- 
back. for the new reactor 
but decided the existing 
Lucas Heights site in outer 
suburban Sydnev was the 
best 

The existing reactor is a 
patchwork of technologies 
and equipment dating back 
** e K 1950S ’ and dentists 

- b / en ur Bing a massive 
upgrade or total replace- 
ment for several year/ 


India, U.S. 
launch 


wide-ranging 
dialogue i 


NEW DELHI (R) - JgL 
and the United 
ing towards each 
after decades of su s|j|||L 
begin a series of hig^^^ 
meetings Wednesday^.. 
pected to culminate irid§v5- 
sit by President BiUijin- 
ton for a summit nex^Er. 

Karl lnderfurth, asast^ 
secretary of state for S&th 
Asian affairs, was scjpd- 
u!ed to meet senior.®- 
cials in the foreighSfi- 
nance. defence, m(Sjpr 
and civil aviation njxBis- 
tries, as well as business 
leaders during a two^day 
visit. ’: 

Indian and U.S. officials 
said Mr. lnderfurth ’s Trip 
was expected to lay the 
groundwork for a string of 
visits by U.S. leaders and 
set the agenda for an antic- 
ipated meeting between 
Mr. Clinton and Prime 
Minister Inder Kumar 
Gujral this month. 

Mr. Gujral was planning 
I to accept Mr. Clinton's 
invitation to meet in New 
York during the third week 
of September on the mar- 
gins of the Linked Nations 
General Assembly meet- 
ing. officials said. 

Last week the Indian 
leader stipulated that he 
was not willing to discuss 
bilateral relations with 
arch-rival Pakistan with 
Mr. Clinton, and Washing- 
ton agreed to his demand, 
they said. 

Mr. Gujral was also 
expected to meet Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif in New York. India 
wants all differences with 
Islamabad, including their 
50-vear-old dispute over 
Kashmir, to be ironed out 
in bilateral talks. 

Islamabad wants Kash- 
miris to vote in a U.N.- 
mandated plebiscite to de- 
termine if the divided re- 
gion should be folded into 
India or Pakistan. 

During the cold war. rela- 
tions between Washington 
and New Delhi were 
strained. India, while offi- 
cially non-aligned, main- 
tained close ties with Mos- 
cow. and the United Stales 
courted Pakistan as a coun- 
terweight to Soviet influ- 
ence in Central Asia. 

Since the breakup of the 
Soviet Union. Washington 
and Delhi have strength- 
ened their links, particular- 
ly in business where the 
United States is India's 
biggest foreign trade and 
investment partner. 

But Indian officials said 
they had detected a keener 
U.S. interest, particularly 
since the arrival of Made- 
leine Albright as secretary 
of state and the departure 
of Mr. lnderfurth 's prede- 
cessor, Robin Raphel, who 
had cool ties with Delhi. 

“Ever since the cold war, 
India has been on the mar- 
gins of U.S. conscious- 
ness," a government offi- 
cial said. 

"Bur recently the U.S. 
has been dealing seriously 
with India. This is the first 
fairly serious, wide-rang- 
ing dialogue.” 

Mr. lnderfurth was ex- 
pected to be followed next 
month by Undersecretary 
of State Thomas Pickering- 
Ms. Albright plans to 
come to India and Pakistan 
in November, followed 
next year by Mr. Clinton, 
who would be- the first U.S. 
president to tour the coun- 
try since Jimmy Carter in 
1978. ■ 

Mr. lnderfurth was ex- 
pected to touch on a range 
of sensitive issues includ- 
ing Afghanistan, the hud- 
dle East. China and India]® 
nuclear and missile poB; 
cies. India wants U.S. sup- 
port for its drive to become 
a permanent member of the 
U.N. Security Council. . 

A key U.S. concern is dj i 
presence of sophisticated I 
ballistic missiles in a.fljj 
gion with one declared 
nuclear power. China, and 
two threshold powers^ 
dia and Pakistan. -_■£> ' 
India has rejected 
that it recently depJ^P 
medium-range Prithvh^ 
sties near its border^^ 
Pakistan but has not dggj 
that they were moved4j3|P? 
area. Pakistan has 
that China supplied ifclP 

M-ll missiles. jSL 
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A man watches as a Vietnam Airliner burns after crashing near Phnom Penh's Pochentong Airport Wednesday. 
More than 60 people were killed when the Vietnam Airlines plane crashed, aviation and hospital officials said 
(Reuter photo) 

Seoul seeks longer jail term for Hanbo founder 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean state prosecutors 
Wednesday asked the Seoul 
high court to extend to 20 
years a 15-year jail term 
imposed on the founder of 
the scandal-ridden Hanbo 
Group by a lower court. 

They also demanded 
stiller prison sentences for 
nine oilier defendants stand- 
ing trial in a loans-for-kick- 
hacks scandal, including lop 
aides io President Kim 
Young -Sam and prominent 
bankers. 

The nine were jailed lor 
between three and seven 
years. 

Hanbo founder. Chung 
Tae-Sc.i was convicted in 


June of bribing politicians 
and bankers to keep money 
rolling in to the group's 
failed steel-making flag- 
ship, Hanbo Steel Co. 

Hanbo Steel collapsed in 
January under debts of $5.5 
billion, setting off a chain of 
corporate failures and rat- 
tling the banking system. 

Mr. Chung. 74. was also 
found guilty of embezzle- 
ment and fraud. He and his 
son. Chung Bo-Keun, were 
found guilty of siphoning 
off a combined 364 billion 
won from funds belonging 
to the country’s 14th-larges r t 
business group. 

The junior Chung. 
Hanbo's chairman, was 


jailed for three years but the 
prosecutors asked the high 
court to double the penalty. 

The other defendants are a 
former cabinet minister, 
three lawmakers with the 
ruling New Korea Party and 
one with the main opposi- 
tion party, and three former 
bankers. 

Prosecutors called for 
prison terms of between five 
and 10 years for the politi- 
cians and bankers. 

The scandal shattered 
President Kira’s credibility 
and unearthed other bribery' 
scandals that led to the 
arrest of his son, Kim Hyun- 
dai!, who is standing trial 
separately. 


Opposition parties accuse 
Hanbo of helping bankroll 
the president’s 1992 elec- 
tion campaign. Mr. Kim has 
not responded to the charge. 

Prosecutors said the 
Hanbo scandal had rocked 
the country’s economy and 
society. 

Among politicians con- 
victed of accepting bribes, 
former Home Affairs 
Minister Kim Woo-Suk was 
jailed in June for four years. 

Two former presidents of 
Korea First Bank, the 
largest creditor to Hanbo 
Steel, and a one-time presi- 
dent of Chohung Bank were 
jailed for between four and 
five years. 


U.K. pledges housing, facilities in Montserrat 


OLVESTON (Ri — Britain 
Tuesday pledged tu build 
housing unJ oilier essential 
facilities in the northern 
-.ife zone of vulcano- 
plitgued Montserrat and to 
help resident > who wanted 
to resettle eUewlieie. 

In a joint statement issued 
a! the end of a two-day visit 
to the island by 
International Development 
Junior Mini>(er George 
Foulkes. Britain and 
Montserrat aNn said a sus- 
tainable development plan 
would he prepared within 
six m Villi', io meet Use long- 
icmi needs of 

Montserrat ians who decided 
to stay. 

Mr. I l> ulk.es travelled to 
the island Monday to lour 
v » 'leuno-ilumagcd area s, 

vi-it shelter.- and meet with 
ioi\d government officials, 
in p.tn to mend fences with 
residents angered by 
London's response to the 
volcano crisis. 

Following explosive enip- 
tji'ms that virtually des- 
troy eJ the abandoned capi- 
tal. Plymouth, in early Au- 
gust. Britain offered aid Jo 
,iD\ one who wanted to re- 
settle on another Caribbean 
island. But the aid package, 
le.'s than $4,000 for adults 
and $i.U0O for children, fell 


Montserrat wants to rename 
its new capital Port Diana 

LONDON (R) — Montserrat, the Caribbean island battling 
to rebuild after volcanic eruptions, wants to rename its new 
capital port Diana as a memorial to the princess. 

"The worldwide love for Princess "Diana will create on- 
going interest. More people will coroe off the ships, more 
people -will come from Antigua. It will-create a market,’’, 
said town planner, Bruce Pierce. 

"Jn her death by her name becoming available for 
Montserrat's new capital, she can actually do something 
that is really good,” he told BBC radio. 

Mr. Pierce said plans for a new town feature a port to cater 
for cruise liners, a Yacht Marina and an international crick- 
et oval. 

Following explosive eruptions that virtually destroyed the 
abandoned capital, Plymouth, in early August, Britain 
offered aid to anyone who wanted to resettle on another 
Caribbean island. 

Bui the aid package, less than $4,000 for adults and 
S 1.000 for children, fell far short of Montserrat’s request 

Britain became locked in a Transatlantic row’ with the 
islanders with International Development Minister Clare 
Short angrily complaining they would next be demanding 
“golden elephants” in their requests for help. 

Then Tuesday Britain pledged to speed up 6.5 million 
pounds (SI 03 million; in aid to help the islanders. 


far short of Montserrat’s 
request. 

Britain also halted dis- 
bursement of promised 
relief aid while waiting to 
see how many of the 4,000- 
5.000 residents remaining 
on the island took the offer. 

Only a few dozen people 
took the offer and left the 


island, officials said. 

The statement said 
Montserrat welcomed "the 
categorical assurance given 
by Her Majesty’s govern- 
ment that it is committed to 
maintaining a viable com- 
munity in the north of the 
island as long as it is safe 
for people to live there.” 


U.S. Navy unveils plan for 


smarter, cheaper Tomahawk 

- r. i.. .t i*. j: " : J 



WASHINGTON <R) — 
The nut > said 1 uesday il 
planned to deploy a new 
Ge H-* mi ton of long -range 
'Tt tin. iha wk” cruise mis- 
siles that could circle lor 
Intuit before being pro- 
grainnuM tu iiit moving 
targets- 

The upgrade would let 
shit aboard commanders 
redirect missiles against 
tticlicul targets such as 
armour column*, troop 
lomusions and mobile 
missile launchers using 
satellite data, images 
from an onboard digital 
camera and "real-time" 
updates from Special 
Forces or other source*, 
the rcn said. 

Navy officers said at a 
new s t (.inference ih.ii they 
planned to deploy the 
updated \etsioii. at a unit 
cunt of less than half the 
current model, sianing in 
December 3JU1 a*sum- 
inv ( »>n gres> along 
With the research and 


deielopmcnt funding. 

Prev ious versions of the 
Tomahawk were used by 
the United States against 
fixed targets three times, 
each in Iraq, since the 
1991 Gulf war. The new 
"tactical Tomahawk’’ 
model would be able to 
"loiter" over a battlefield 
for at least two hours 
while awaiting instruc- 
tion* to strike, the navy 
said. 

Hughes Missile 

Systems Co., a General 
Motors unit that is prime 
contractor fur the current 
Tomahawk, had promised 
to supply .the planned 
upgrade at a fixed price 
of" less than $575,000 
apiece, based on a pro- 
jected purchase of 1.353 
units oxer six years, the 
navy said. 

New versions of the 
current Tomahawk cost 
as much as Si. 4 million 
each, "certainly too 
expensive for a tactical 


missile," said Capt. Gary' 
Johnson of the navy’s 
Tomahawk programme 
office. 

Capt. Johnson said the 
navy had driven down the 
unit cost by simplifying 
the design and console 
dating sub-assembly 
units, as well as by 
replacing current turbo- 
fan engines with cheaper 
turbo-jets. 

The Tomahawk family 
of cruise missiles are 
low-flying missiles 
designed to perform a 
variety of ship and land 
attack missions. Armed 
with conventional or 
nuclear warheads, the 
current version can be 
launched from surface 
ships, submarines, air- 
craft and mobile ground 
units. 

The planned tactical 
Tomahawk would carry 
only conventional, non- 
nuclear warheads, the 
navv said. 


Robert Webb, first secre- 
tary to Montserrat’s British 
governor, said construction 
of housing and improve- 
ments to a hospital in the 
north would go ahead. 

“A few things were on 
hold until the situation was 
sorted out," he said. “The 
projects are going ahead.” 

Projects to upgrade fuel 
storage, roads, water and 
power systems would move 
ahead, the statement said. 

Montserrat's Soufriere 
Hills Volcano roared to life 
on July IS, 1995, forcing 
the evacuation of Plymouth 
and much of the south end 
of the teardrop-shaped, 39- 
square-mile island. 

In late June, fiery erup- 
tions razed seven villages 
and lulled 19 people, the 
first casualties of the vol- 
cano. In early August, mas- 
sive flows of superheated 
rock, ash and gas swept 
over Plymouth, destroying 
much of the town and laying 
waste to the pork 

More than half of 
Montserrat’s pre-volcano 
eruption population of 
11,000 have sought safe 
haven elsewhere and those 
who remain live in a rela- 
tively small "safe zone” in 
the north end. 

Russian 
Border 
Guard shot 
dead in 
Tajikistan 

DUSHANBE (R) — Gun- 
men shot dead a Russian 
Border Guard in one of 
Tajikistan's remote regions 
late Tuesday, a military offi- 
cial said Wednesday. 

A spokesman for the 
Russian Border Guards told 
Reuters in the capital Du- 
shanbe that Fakhritdin Im- 
monurodov. a 27-year-old 
ethnic Tajik serving on a 
contract with the Russian 
guards, was killed by three 
shots from unidentified at- 
tackers. The incident took 
place near the Pyandzh bor- 
der point at the Tajik-Af- 
ghan border, some 200 kilo- 
metres south of Dushanbe. 

"Russian Border Guards 
view this new attack on 
Russian servicemen as 
another terrorist act," the 
spokesman said. 
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More than 60 feared dead 
in Phnom Penh plane crash 


SEOUL (AFP) — At least 
21 South Koreans were 
among the more than 60 
people killed in the Vietnam 
Airlines- crash at Phnom 
Penh’s Pochentong Airport 
Wednesday, television re- 
ports said here. 

The Foreign Ministry, 
which earlier said nine South 
Koreans, six of them mem- 
bers of a university medical 
team, were believed to be 
among the dead, later revised 
its figure upwards to 21. 

Yonhap Television News 
(YTN) said the dead South 
Koreans were among 44 
who boarded Vietnam Air- 
lines (VNA) flight 939 in 
Seoul at 8:55 am. Wednes- 
day bound for Ho Chi Minh 
City. 

Central 
America 
unites in bid 
to compete 
globally 

MANAGUA (R) — Freed 
from half a century of war, 
Central American leaders 
Tuesday agreed to build a 
European-style political 
union to give the region 
more clout in the global 
arena 

Leaders of seven coun- 
tries on the Central 
American isthmus and one 
Caribbean ally signed the 
Nicaragua Declaration II to 
create a Central American 
political union during a 
ceremony. 

The accord was signed 
by the presidents of 
Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Honduras, Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica. 

Also signing as less than 
full partners were the pres- 
ident of Panama; the prime 
minister of Belize and the 
vice president of the 
Dominican Republic, a 
Caribbean nation which 
has drawn closer to Central 
America in the past year. 

“The benefits of develop- 
ment co which our people 
have a right are .not acces- 
sible for each country sep- 
arately, rather we can 
achieve them only as a 
regional community” 
Guatemalan President 
Alvaro Arzu told his coun- 
terparts. 

Ten years after the 
Esquipulas Summit in 
Guatemala, where they 
agreed to work to end cold 
war-era civil wars and 
implement democracies. 
Central American nations 
are looking outward 
together in a bid to boost 
trade and compete in a 
rapidly changing world, 
Mr. Arzu said. 

“The advent of Central 
America, which is the 
product of the spirit of the 
Esquipulas Agreements, 
marks a beginning of an 
unprecedented era for our 
region,” Mr. Arzu Said. 

The signing of 
Guatemala’s peace accords 
on Dec. 29 last year ended 
36 years of armed rebellion 
in that nation and left the 
entire region at peace for 
the first time in at least half 
a century. 

The union, to be imple- 
mented gradually, will be 
modelled on the European 
Union, with each country 
maintaining its sovereign- 
ty. It does not call for a fed- 
eration or single state. 

The new pact adds politi- 
cal, cultural and environ- 
mental elements to the old 
Central American common 
market of the 1960s, which 
was strictly an economic 
agreement 

The common market had 
been considered a success- 
ful innovation at the time 
but was weakened by an 
increased intensity of the 
region’s civil ware in the 
1970s and 1980s. 

In addition the five main 
Central American signato- 
ries have signed, or are in 
the process of negotiating, 
free trade agreements with 
Mexico. 


At least 18, and possibly 
as many as 23 people, 
changed to the ill-fated 
VNA Flight 815 bound for 
Phnom Penh, while the oth- 
ers remained in Vietnam, 
YTN said. 

But the ministry spokes- 
man told AFP its informa- 
tion indicated that the IS 
were joined by three more 
South Koreans who boarded 
the plane in Ho Chi Minh 
City. 

The Wonkwang Univer- 
sity medical team, from the 
southern city Of Iksan, was 
carrying medical equipment 
for a college in Phnom 
Penh. Yonhap News Agency 
said. 

The two . colleges estab- 
lished sistership relations 


last December. Two of them 
were identified as doctors 
from Iksan. Another was 
identified as connected to 
Phnom Penh's Royal Palace 
Hotel. 

Residents in Seoul, still 
traumatised by last month's 
Korean Air crash in Guam 
which killed 228 people, sat 
horrified as television com- 
mentators repeatedly read, 
out lists of those believed 
dead. 

South Korea has a mission 
in Phnom Penh, but has yet 
to establish full diplomatic 
relations with Cambodia, 
whose King Sihanouk has 
close ties to rival commu- 
nist North Korea. 

Reports from Phnom 
Penh said the Russian-built 


Tupolev- 134 crashed into 
rice fields and disintegrated 
as it was making a second 
attempt to land, scattering 
bodies on the ground. 

Only the tail was still 
recognisable, an AFP corre- 
spondent saw. Television 
showed a lone soldier, ac- 
companied by an unidenti- 
fied Westerner, walking 
among the prone bodies in 
the downpour checking in 
vain for signs of life. 

The plane, which usually 
seats about 100, was carry- 
ing 60 passengers and six 
crew. A Vietnam Airlines 
official said three people 
survived, while Cambodian 
transport official, Meas 
Smith said only two chil- 
dren had escaped. 


Ariane launches 2 satellites for Europe 


KOUROU (R) — Western 
Europe’s 99th Ariane rocket 
put two satellites into orbit 
for European operators after 
a launch from equatorial 
French Guiana late Tues- 
day. 

The Ariane 44LP rocket, 
equipped with two liquid 
and two solid strap-on boost- 
ers, lifted off at 7:21 p.m. 
from the European Space 
Agency (ESA) launch centre 
In Kourou, French Guiana, 
on the northeast coast of 
South America. 

Reporters watching the 
launch at a control centre 13 
kilometres from the launch 
pad saw the rocket light up 
the cloudy equatorial night 
sky. 

Twenty minutes later, 
space officials said the Hot 
Bird-3 satellite had separat- 
ed from the Ariane rocket. 

The Paris-based Eutelsat 
Organisation said Hot Bird 
would provide direct televi- 
sion broadcasting to Eu- 
rope, consolidating the 
company’s coverage of Eu- 
rope, North Africa and the 
Middle East. 

“This satellite is for direct 
television broadcasting and 
feeding cable networks. We 
have 64 million households 
in Europe that receive tele- 
vision through our satellite 
network — 4 million more 
than a year ago,” Jean 
Grenier, Eutelsat director 
general, told a pre-launch 
news conference. 

Mr. Grenier said the cosr 
of Hot Bird-3 — satellite, 
launch and insurance — 
exceeded $250 million. 

Hot Bird-3 weighs 3.2 
tons and was built in France 
by Matra Marconi Space, a 
joint venture between Bri- 
tain’s GEC-Marconi and 
Matra of France. 

It is designed to transmit 
digital and analogue televi- 
sion channels that can be 
received using dishes as 
small as 18 inches in diame- 
ter . Hot Bird-3 is desi&ned to 



The 99th Ariane 44L rocket blasts off from the European 
Space Agency launch pad in the French Guyanan town 
of Kourou. The rocket placed two satellites into orbit, a 
European telecommunication satelite Hot Bird 3 and a 
metorological satelite Meteosat 7 (Reuter photo) 


operate in space for 15 years. 

Four minutes later the rock- 
et released the Meteo-sat-7 
satellite for the 17-member- 
nation Euraetsat 

Meteorological Oiganisation. 
The 690 kilogramme satellite 
will be used for weather 
observation and Earth imag- 
inz. 

Eumetsut Director Till- 
man Mohr said: "Our first 
task and objective is to pro- 
vide observation from space 
to our European member- 
state user community. 

"But the user community 


is much wider, if you look 
at a Meteosat image, at the 
centre of the image you will 
see Africa, because we are 
pan of a larger global 
organisation which is led by 
the World Meteorological 
Organisation.” 

Mr. Mohr said the cost of 
Meteosat-7 — satellite and 
launch — was S 150 million. 

The Paris-based Ariane- 
space company, which 
launches the Ariane-4 rock- 
et series, has led the com- 
mercial satellite lauhch 
market since the late 1 980s. 


Croatia holds 3 more for war crimes 


ZAGREB (R) — Croatian 
police Tuesday arrested 
three former policeman 
who allegedly took part in 
the killings of nearly 400 
people, mostly ethnic Serbs, 
at the start of the 1991-95 
war, the Interior Ministry 
said. 

The arrests of Munib 
Suljic, Igor Mikula and 
Nebojsa Kodak, came a day 
after another policeman. 
Miro Bajramovic, admitted 
in a statement to an inde- 
pendent Croatian newspa- 
per to killing 72 Serbs. 

Police arrested the three 
and took them to detention 
in the Zagreb County Court 
together with Mr. 
Bajramovic, the ministiy 
said in a statement carried 
by the state news agency 
Hina. 

It said the three and 
Bajramovic, all members of 
a Croatian paramilitary 
police unit fighting against 
the Serbs, were due to 
appear before an investiga- 
tive judge in Zagreb. 

“The above named were 
detained following the 
criminal investigation of 
allegations made" by Miro 
Bajramovic in the Feral 
Tribune newspaper on Sept. 
1," the statement said. 

Bajramovic was arrested 
in the village of Dodos 
south of Zagreb Monday 
only hours after his inter- 
view with the weekly. The 
ministry did not say where 


the other three were arrest- 
ed. 

Bajramovic, 40, told the 
paper the unit was responsi- 
ble for killing nearly 400 
people, mostly Serb civil- 
ians but also unsympathetic 
Croats in several locations, 
including the town of 
Gospic and the village of 
, Pakracka Poljana. 

He revealed details of 
grisly crimes, such as tor- 
ture and summary execu- 
tion of prisoners, commit- 
ted by the paramilitary 
police unit. Among others, 
he directly named Suljic, 
38, Mikula. 26. and Hodak, 
31, as taking part in the 
crimes. 

Bajramovic said he had 
been responsible for the 
deaths of 86 people and 
actually killed 72 of them, 
including nine women. 

It was not clear why he 
came forward with his 
story. He said only that he 
was embittered by the fact 
that other members of the 
unit got rich, while he 
ended up with nothing. 

It was the first time a 
member of the Croatian 
aimed forces, who foughr 
against Serbs in a ferocious 
war in which each side 
attacked the civilian popula- 
tions of the other ethnic 
group, had publicly admit- 
ted acts that could be quali- 
fied as war crimes. 

State television said 
Mondaj the Zacreb countv 


prosecutor had ordered an 
investigation into the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the 

1991 killing spree described 
by Bajramovic in the inter- 
view. 

Bajramovic, along with 
some other members of the 
unit, was imprisoned by the 
Croatian authorities early in 

1992 but released some 
three months later. 

No charges were brought 
against them despite numer- 
ous media reports alleging 
misconduct 

Some 18 ethnic Croats 
have been charged with war 
crimes by the Hague tri- 
bunal, but all of them for 
alleged acts committed in 
neighbouring Bosnia, not 
Croatia. 

“The criminal investiga- 
tion brought to light new 
facts on the already known 
criminal actions of the 
named individuals, as well 
as so far unknown crimes,” 
the ministiy statement said 
Tuesday. 

Feral’s journalists said 
Tuesday they had been 
receiving phone threats 
since the interview was 
published. 

“Most phone calls we 
received r in the last two days 
were threats, either from 
-some of the people named 
in the interview or anony- 
mous callers,” a journalist 
said. 
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Peace is security for all 

IN HIS address to the Moscow State Institute 
for International Relations on Tuesday, HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan offered timely and 
thought provoking analysis of the negative fac- 
tors that have led to the current deadlock in 
the peace talks between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. He identified them as follows: 
The focus on immediate and direct security 
aspects, the closure of the Palestinian territo- 
ries and attempts to preempt the final status 
negotiations on Jerusalem, borders and settle- 
ments. 

The cumulative effect of these three factors 
reveals how important it is to see the current 
situation in the context of both the upcoming 
visit of US. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright to the region and activating the role 
of Russia as co-sponsor of the Madrid-confer- 
ence umbrella of the peace process. Moscow is 
capable of making a substantial contribution 
to the peace effort despite the setbacks that it 
has sustained during its current transforma- 
tion from communism to a free-market econo- 
my. It could not have escaped the attention of 
the Middle Eastern parties that the absence of 
an activist role by Russia may have also con- 
tributed to the existing deadlock. 

Prince Hassan's pointed reminder that 
Moscow has a real role to play in the efforts to 
revive the negotiations is, therefore, notewor- 
thy. As vital and critical as Washington's inter- 
vention is to the process, the involvement of 
Russia is equally beneficial to all concerned. 

On the global level, the Crown Prince spoke 
about factors that erode international peace 
and security. "It is recognised that stagnating 
economies present grave dangers to peace," he 
stressed. “Increased unemployment, poverty 
and competition for global markets have cer- 
tainly aggravated the international climate.” 
Crown Prince Hassan went on to say that, 
“Threats emanating from the abuse of natural 
resources such as water" are also menacing 
global stability and progress, warning against 
the possibility that the next generation of wars 
in the Middle East could be water-related. This 
is again a timely reminder of the dangers that 
still lie ahead unless there is in place an equi- 
table water sharing arrangement in the 
region, in particular where water is a very 
scarce resource and some states are jockeying 
for position to control it for their own benefit, 
most likely at the expense of others. 

The broader concept of security and peace 
where such issues as environment, demograph- 
ic growth, mass migration, terrorism and 
drug-related crimes have a direct or indirect 
impact on the equation of peace, stability and 
progress should by now be getting more appre- 
ciation and examination by the international 
community and especially by Israel and the 
U.S. 

With this in mind, a revival of the multilat- 
eral talks on the different issues of the peace 
process might be a timely move. Russia, which 
enjoys good relations with a - key player, Syria, 
and equally important relations with Israel, 
should play its full and rightful role as a co- 
sponsor of the peace talks to breathe new life 
into both the bilateral and the multilateral 
negotiations. By virtue of its political weight, 
Russia can exert pressure on the U.S. to be 
more evenhanded, and Israel more amenable, 
in the search for a lasting and comprehensive 
peace in this part of the world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Arab A1 Yawm discussed the 
tragic death of Princess Diana, saying that she fell 
victim of the tyranny of the media and the press. It 
is the media which projected the late princess to 
fume and it is the media that brought about her trag- 
ic death through pursuing her movements every- 
where. said Riad Hroub. Many people might have 
not noticed or telt the fact that the omnipotent tyran- 
ny and power of the media can bring about destruc- 
tion to many people in this age, he said. In the case 
of Princess Diana, the media had been following her 
around, since she got married through the divorce 
and after, never giving her a chance to live a normal 
life, able to love whoever she wants and live any- 
where she chooses, noted the writer. He said the 
media, which brought down President Bush, hero of 
the Gulf war. had previously caused the fall of his 
predecessor. Richard Nixon, and its power had 
revealed corruption among world politicians, placed 
many behind bare and caused others to commit sui- 
cide. Indeed, he said, the power of the media is more 
formidable than that of nuclear bombs and ballistic 
missiles and that is why many world leaders fear the 
power of this "fourth estate” which every day 
reasserts itself as a dominant force, outwitting all 
other estates. 


View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 
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Going south — a physical and inner trip of discovery 

AST WEEK,. some friends, mv family and I went on a hints, remarks and comments fin this unfair world of rh* oenloizisL the geographer, the scientist, the archaec 


LAST WEEK,, some friends, my family and I went on a 
trip which took us to a number of interesting places in the 
southern part of the Kingdom: the southern Joidan 
Valley, the Tafileh hills. Dana, Wadi Rum and Petra. 

The trip was a nice break from the daily, weekly and 
monthly routine: it is quite scary and even killin g when 
you are often able to tell with a great deal of precision, 
before the week begins, what you will be doing at each 
hour and minute of the seven forthcoming days. The sur- 
prises that happen, as well as the interruptions to a 
monotonous schedule, are most often unpleasant: funer- 
als, weddings or visits by relatives at the craziest imagin- 
able times. 

The trip was also an opportunity to break away from 
the bustle, hustle and fast pace of life in the capital. 
Amman in the summer has its own charm, no doubt, 
(especially for those coming to visit from abroad), but for 
many of us who live in it it can be overpowering. 

The tour guide who took us in his jeep to show us the 
wonders of Wadi Rum had an interesting story to tell 
about Amman. He said he drove in Amman once, and that 
was it. A couple of years ago, he and a cousin of his hired 
a car and came to visit Amman. By miracle (you can 
imagine the trauma a person used to driving in the empty 
space of Wadi Rum would experience driving in the 
crowded, congested roads of the capital) they made it to 
the downtown area. The problem was how to get out of 
it. After several failed attempts and a minor car accident, 
the tour guide paid a taxi driver JD 10 to get them to the 
airport road. “How do you guys drive in Amman?" he 
asked at the conclusion of his story. “It is insane." 

But the trip was, and would always be, also a nice break 
from the pressure of work, from the ceaseless ill-meant 


hints, remarks and comments (in this unfair world of 
ours) of some colleagues and "superiors” whom you have 
done nothing to offend, and from the feeling thar despite 
what you are doing (under the circumstances), things do 
not seem to be moving at all. The peace of mind one 
experiences driving with the spectacular Dead Sea to the 
right, sipping from a cup of coffee in the middle of the 
amazing Tafileh hills, meditating in the quiet of the Dana 
Resthouse, sitting lazily in the shade at the foot of a Wadi 
Rum mountain, smoking an evening cigar your friend has 
brought from abroad (I am not a regular smoker) in the 
magnificent evening of Tayber Zaman. or standing on 
one of die highest points in Petra, gazing at the hills of 
Palestine — such peace of mind is unequalled. 

The trip was not only psychologically rewarding but 
pleasurable and instructive as well. The geography of the 
areas we visited is truly amazing, which says much for 
Jordan’s tourism potential. I never thought, before I took 
this trip, that Jordan has so much to offer to the visitor or 
tourist 

The Dead Sea is a unique experience. Where else in the 
world can you swim while reading a newspaper? 

Much can be said about the beauty, the abundance and 
the variety of southern Jordan. If one were to find one 
word, which describes it all, no one word can describes 
the southern pan of Jordan-^the hills to the left of the 
Dead Sea, the Tafileh hills, the Dana hills, the Wadi Rum 
mountains, the Petra mountains — as the word museum. 
The south is a museum of rocks (of all shapes and 
colours), of hills and mountains (all shapes and colours), 
of soil (all shapes and colours), of plants tail shapes and 
colours), of birds, of reptiles, of animals, of ruins, etc. 

There is so much for the poet, the writer, the traveller. 


the geologist the geographer, the scientist, die archaeol- 
ogist, the anthropologist, the sociologist, the educator, 
the language specialist, the historian, the environmental- 
ist. the 'vacationer, etc. . . . 

One thing, however, that stands above everything else is 
the relative virginity of the region. This is a region which 
has not yet been much discovered (and therefore corrupt- 
ed and polluted) by your average picnickers and vaca- 
tioners. Most of those who visit such areas seem to 
respect their beauty and integrity (some, as evident from 
the graffiti of sorts, obviously do not). t 

The south is a treasure which is worth seems. For 
years we Jordanians (in our picnics, trips and outings) 
have been going either west (SalL Zai, the Jordan Valley, 
etc.) or north (Jerash. Ajloun, Irbid, Umm Qais. etc.). It 

is time people started going south. 

Something weird also happens to you m the quiet of 
Dana. Wadi Rum and Petra: you ponder a lot about what 
you are doing, about your role in life, about your contri- 
bution. and about the impact you can or cannot make, 
compared with that made generations ago. at Petra or 
Wadi Rum. One leaves, when comparing the past to the 
present, with a sense of hollowness, emptiness and false- 
ness. Are we really the descendants of the Nabateans? 
Can we, who gossip, backbite, deal unfairly, speak lip- 
service. applaud and reward mediocrity and ignore and 
frustrate excellence, ever excel and achieve greatness? 
Time will only tell, and the generations which will come 
to look for the truth in our remains and ruins when we are 
long dead — the way we look for the truth about the gen- 
erations which lived before us in the remains and ruins of 
Petra and Wadi Rum. 


Defence of human rights 
needs to be fair and informed 


By Khaled Abou Fadl 

AUSTIN. Texas — The 
U.S. State Department 
recently issued a report on 
persecution of Christians, 
focusing on China and sev- 
eral Muslim countries. The 
release of that document has 
initiated a debate on the 
issues of religious persecu- 
tion, human rights and U.S. 
policy. 

As a member of the 
Lawyers’ Committee for 
Human Rights, I have eval- 
uated cases of human rights 
violations, primarily in 
Muslim countries. One of 
the most recent examples 
involved a religious man 
from a Muslim country. He 
was visited by security 
forces at dawn, taken from 
his place of residence, beat- 
en with cables hung in con- 
torted positions and stung 
with electrical prods. 

During the torture, he was 
taunted about his beliefs. 
Officers carrying out the 
torture yelled “where is 
your God now? If your God 
was here, we would torture 
him as well.” Ultimately, his 
sister was brought from his 
home and threatened with 
rape in front of him. 

Now I pose the following 
question. How would you 
feel if I informed you that 
the man was a Christian in a 
Muslim country? And how 
do your feelings change 
when I tell you that, in fact, 
the victim in this case was a 
Muslim, who was being tor- 
tured in a Muslim country? 

A part of a church was 
demolished in Egypt 
because of unfair regula- 
tions, and that is an outra- 


geous occurrence. But how 
do we consider this outra- 
geousness in light of the fact 
that a mosque was closed 
for several years in Egypt 
because the government 
was unhappy with the types 
of teachings promoted in 
the mosque? 

When we discuss reli- 
gious persecution, we are 
dealing with a field in which 
people have particular sen- 
sitivities and particular 
sympathies for their own 
groups or. religions. It is a 
highly politicised field in 
which emotions ran high. 

The human rights field is 
plagued with double stan- 
dards and political conve- 
nience. 


Family feuds can express 
themselves in religious 
terms. Or a government 
could be pitting one opposi- 
tion group against another, 
or trying to divert the atten- 
tion of its opposition 
towards religious conflict. 

In the Islamic context, 
there is a long-established 
history of foreign powers 
claiming that they are pro- 
tecting a particular religious 
minority in perpetuating 
offensive or aggressive poli- 
cies against Muslim coun- 
tries. For example, the 
invading armies of the 
Crusades would claim that 
they were intervening to 
protect Christians in 
Muslim countries. 


u 


In promoting human dignity, we must 
maintain fairness and balance . We can- 
not argue for one human right by violat- 
ing or ignoring another. And we cannot 
emphasise the rights of one group and 
effectively de-emphasise the rights of 
others. Playing favourites is a human 
rights violation in itself . 3 




In terms of religious per- 
secution particularly in the 
context of Muslim coun- 
tries. we must remind our- 
selves that it takes place in 
the context of rampant 
human rights violations. 
Additionally, religious per- 
secution is socially complex 
and often makes complex 
phenomena within society 
such as communalism. trib- 
alism and economic 
exploitation. 


The claim of "protecting 
Christian minorities" also 
was used to justify colonial- 
ism. We must keep in mind 
that proselytising 

Christianity and missionary 
work went hand in hand 
with colonialism and its 
intellectual legacy. 

It is indefensible that 
American policy should 
respond to discrimination 
against Christians in partic- 
ular. Religious discrimina- 


tion is at ihe core of human 
rights, and human rights are 
indivisible. 

In promoting human dig- 
nity, we must maintain fair- 
ness and balance. We cannot 
argue for one human right 
by violating or ignoring 
another. And we cannot 
emphasise the rights of one 
group and effectively de- 
emphasise the rights of oth- 
ers. Playing favourites is a 
human rights violation in 
itself. 

In addressing the problem 
of religious persecution 
from the standpoint of U.S. 
policy, there must be. first 
and foremost, impartiality. 
Second, we must encourage 
and help independent non- 
governmental organisations 
that promote human rights 
from within the domestic 
context. We also must avoid 
reliance on anecdotal evi- 
dence as a basis for policy. 

We should not rely on the 
ideological ravings of some 
writers in influencing poli- 
cy. Such writers often use 
the label “politically 
Islamic" or “militant 
Islamic” to justify discrimi- 
natory and hostile policies. 

There is a saying in the 
Muslim World that Muslim 
blood is the cheapest. 
However, every religious 
group would probably say 
that its blood is the cheap- 
est. It is our Jury to say that 
human dignity counts for 
everyone and all equally. 

The writer is professor of 
Islamic law and human 
rights at the University of 
Texas at Austin. This article 
is reprinted from the Los 
Angeles Times. 


Encryption is a valuable tool that should not be blunted 


By Peter Wayner 

BALTIMORE — Internet 
hype can turn old problems 
into new grave threats. The 
biggest tempest may be 
concern over the use of 
encryption, or secret codes, 
to scramble information 
sent over the Internet and 
other computer networks. 

Codes may thrill people 
who want to prorect the 
business plans on their 
office computers and the 
love letters they send by e- 
mail. but they worry 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) 

Director Louis J. Freeh. 

Mr. Freeh is right to be 
concerned that encryption 
can limit the ability of law 
enforcement to gather elec- 
tronic evidence from wire- 
taps and court-ordered 
searches. But he was wrong 
when he recently told the 
Senate Judiciary 

Committee that "technolo- 
gy and telecommunications 
well beyond the contempla- 
tion of the Framers” will 
bring “a terrible upset of 
the balance so wisely set 
forth in the Fourth 
Amendment” 


In other words, he sees 
the balance tipping against 
the police, because they 
will have more difficulty 
conducting reasonable 
searches if more of the 
information they seek is 
encrypted. 

Yet cryptography was not 
beyond the contemplation 
of the framers of the U.S. 
Constitution. Many of them 
were skilled code makers 
and code breakers them- 
selves. David Kahn’s book 
“The Codebreakers” tells 
how codes have affected 
history for more than 3,000 
years. 

According to Mr. Kahn, 
George Washington had to 
deal with the problem when 
a coded message was inter- 
cepted in August 1775 from 
Benyamin Church, a mem- 
ber of the Massachusetts 
Congress who was a spy 
for the British. The mes- 
sage, which was finally 
deciphered, told the 
English details of American 
troop movements. 

As Mr. Kahn reveals, 
both sides in the 
Revolutionary war made 
extensive use of encryp- 
tion. Benedict Arnold 


designed the complex code 
that he used to sell out his 
country. James Lovell of 
the Continental Congress 
helped win the war by 
breaking the codes used by 
General Cornwallis. 

After the war, Thomas 
Jeffeqson and James 
Madison communicated in 
their . own private code. 
Benyamin Franklin devised 
a cipher for sending dis- 
patches from Europe. 

In writing the Bill of 
Rights, the founders did not 
forbid cryptography, 
although they knew how 
powerful a tool it could be. 
Nor did they suggest that 
the police be able to obtain 
the plain text of a coded 
message. 

But that could happen 
under a measure sponsored 
by Senators Bob Kerrey 
and John McCain. The key 
to any code used to scram- 
ble information sem on the 
Internet would have to be 
given to the proper authori- 
ties. The Clinton adminis- 
tration supports similar 
measures. 

James Bamford, in ‘The 
Puzzle Palace." describes 
how the FBI broke the case 


of the gangsters who were 
communicating without 
telephone calls or letters. 
Agents discovered that the 
gangsters sent their shins to 
Las Vegas to be dry cleaned 
— and that the number of 
shirts held the coded mes- 
sage. 

No ban on cryptography 
will thwart creative crooks, 
but diligent police work 
can find cracks in the 
armour. The National 
Research Council urges 
that Congress invest *" in 
research to help the FBI 
better understand comput- 
ers and codes. 

Encryption makes it 
impossible for FBI agents 
to gather all the evidence 
they would like. But the 
answer is not to regulate, 
and in effect destroy, the 
use of coded messages. 
Criminals would probably 
find a way around the rules, 
and the rest of us could lose 
a powerful tool for protect- 
ing our privacy. 


The writer is 
“Disappearing 
graphy This 
reprinted from 
York Times. 


author of 
Crypto - 
article is 
the New 


LETTERS 


Filial freedom 

To the Editor: 

I HAVE followed the maelstrom in some British papers 
regarding Diana’s involvement with an Arab. Muslim, 
the son of Mohammad A1 Fayed who would try any- 
thing to gain acceptance to the higher echelons of 
British society (after he "helped bring down the 
Conservative government by admitting he had given 
money to Conservative MPs”) and the the horror of the 
future King William's potential half brothers and/or 
sisters giving his future coronation “an Alexandrian 
air’’ with (“Cleo and Mo” son and daughter of “Di and 
Dodi”, as the Sunday Times had put it on Aug. 10, 
1997). 

Diana’s death is about fragility: the fragility of hap- 
piness, of life, of innocence. The fragility of a con- 
science, of the silken (and not so silken) threads that 
bind us. She was like a bird killing herself against the 
bars of her gilded cage just before finally flying to free- 
dom. Perhaps her greatest mistake was that she “would 
not go quietly" (as the interview given ro Martin Bashir 
of the BBC. Panorama 1996, proved). 

I hope that on some celestial plane (as her brother 
said “where no one can touch her now”) she can’ be 
with Imad A1 Fayed if she so chooses or with anyone 
else who can make her happy, though unfortunately not 
in this life. She may yet prove to be more of a mine- 
field to the British monarchy in death than in her life. 

Diala A1 Jabri, 
Amman. 


Need for new Mideast era 

To the Editor: 

I OFTEN reflect on the people who had their land taken 
away from them. They were born in some refugee 
camps and have been living there ever since. They, 
most likely, have brothers, sisters, uncles and aunts 
scattered throughout the world, in the diaspora, and 
they have never met them: they do not know whether 
they will ever enjoy the “luxury” of a family reunion. 

These people are often stuck with the same heavy 
rhythm of uphill struggle, same daily hardship vocabu- 
lary (raids,- arrests, demolitions, checkpoints, rubber 
bullets, death, closures, siege, and the like), and sever- 
al unemployed family members adding up to the bur- 
den. The recurring challenge of securing the daily liv- 
ing is becoming ever more elusive. The accumulating 
sanitary, health and financial problems are worsened by 
the growing restrictions and closures, inducing despair 
and frustration into their tired soul. ^ 

Deprived of their civil rights and subjected to the 
worst prejudices, nothing they ever did warrants their 
misery; to them, the way out of their plight is beyond 
uie ever receding horizon. 

On the other hand. I draw a parallel and recall the 
Nuremberg laws, the ghetto system, concentration 
camps, and other forms of collective punishment. 

All collective atrocities stem out of mere hatred and. 
at the helm of it, an individual who disregards the 
humanity of human beings and insists on defying world 
opinion. The affinities and dispositions of such an indi- 
vidual are usually based on false opinions or myth and 
to him. moderation is a sinful act. a taboo. 

* r z ^ nien ? ber ’ one of toe wise principles in politics 
is not to make a puppet out of the weak." 

Definitely there is a need for a new Middle East polit- 
!e^S° ne t w hi V’ h uphold * Alible and cnStive 
^ ,th o vl ^ ,0n f or reconciliation, prosperity 

the “civil *? £ * ers * | ip W ‘N be a constituent of 

tie cvihsed Middle East elub.” The new era needs to 
punishment 'h appi ] ehension - mistrust and collective 
not emren" Jh slatesmen of different calibre, 

statesmans^ ^ lr, d tieir own paranoia or myth. A 
fear and moral pras P erit y replaces despair and 
tteworidT^f 0041 0U ! Wei - hsaJ1 moral evil. After all, 
longer divided into Greeks and bartai- 
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Peacekeepers walk the thin blue line in south Lebanon 




Robert Fisk joins a Norwe- 
gian U. A r . pmml in Bouriioz. 
southern Lebanon 

“MARTINI PLEASE, Bob 
— shaken, not stirred” 
Wicked laughter comes from 
the Norwegian rifle squad’s 
1st plaroon. Second Lieu- 
tenant Vidar “Sims” 
Simensen, lazing in his 
deckchair in the morning 
sunshine on the mortar plat- 
form, looks uncannily like 
tbe young Sean Connery — 
and The Independent's man 
in southern Lebanon clearly 
qualifies as a mere honorary 
private. Only cola, lemon 
juice and milk is stored in the 
platoon fridge at United 
Nations Observation Post 4- 
27: bur Elias Kboury, the 
local M anomie grocer, runs a 
makeshift restaurant up the 
road. The platoon has a two- 
way phone link to his “Hand 
Rock Cafe” so that pizzas 
can be delivered door-to- 
door. Tough life. I'm think- 
ing. these U.N. guys have. 

Bui then there's the little 
matter of the gun position on 
the hill above — De Facto 
Forces Position N329 on the 
U\N. maps — which just hap- 
pens ro be the most attacked 
Israeli compound in the Nor- 
wegian battalion’s U.N. area, 
overrun last year by 70 
Hizbollah fighters who crept 
up the cliffs of the Litani 
river valley and stormed into 
the artillery battery under 
mortar and rocket fire. Last 
time the guerrillas took a shot 
at N’329, one of their 
Katyushas shrieked over 
Sims and his men and 
exploded in a nearby field. 
The Norwegians prefer mor- 
tars. The Israelis and the 
armed elements (Hizbollah l 
arc vary good at firing mor- 
tars." Sims says. “We're 
happy about that — because 
it means they don’i hit us." 

Through the "biros* on lop 
of la Platoon’s observation 
tower, [ can see a T-54 lank 
standing beneath an earth 
revetment. .And across the 
valley to the east, four 
155mm gun baneLs — pale 
grey in the morning heal — 
bristle from another fortress 
i *1 concrete and earth. Israel’s 


' fruitless. hopeless war 
against the Hizbollah — who 
have been - struggling against 
the 2,000- strong Israeli occu- 
pation force and its South 
Lebanon Army militia allies 
here for 13 years — is set 
amid breath-taking scenery 
of parched wadis and moun- 
tain ridges, of gentle olive 
groves and wind-thrashed 
cliffs above the Litani river. 

Sims calls a platoon brief- 
ing. I will be put on the day 
inarch before being allowed 
on a night patrol above the 
Hizbollah's infiltration paths. 
The men sip juice as Sims 
uses a coloured marker to 
draw a map on the back of a 
metal sheet. Roger Niko- 
Iaisen. at 33 the oldest in the 
platoon, sports a stunning tat- 
too of a naked blonde on his 
right arm, a relic of his days 
as a merchant seaman which 
bestowed upon him marriage 
and divorce and the mainte- 
nance of tw o children. Gun- 
nar Schanke. bespectacled, 
an ex-security guard from 
Stavanger, has a crew-cut so 
short the plaroon say his head 
is their emergency heli-pud. 
Morton Haagcnstad. a 23- 
year-old car mechanic from 


Trondheim, is w aiting for his 
36-year old girlfriend to 
arrive on holiday in Beirut 
with her two children. 

“We’ll walk to Fort Noram 
and across the trail down the 
Blue Line., then through 
Bouriioz.” the plaroon com- 
mander says. The old South 
African police truck — sold 
to the U.N. and nicknamed 
Adolf because of its vicious 
associations with apartheid 
— lakes us to a hillside of 
thorny bushes and grey boul- 
ders. a few of which have 
been splashed with pale blue 
painL “You walk between 
these stones because we've 
cleared the path of mines.” 
Sims says with Bond-like 
finality. “Outside the stones, 
you can go up in smoke." The 
thorns dig into the fabric of 
my army boots and tear at my 
trousers. The sun bums into 
our flak jackets until dark 
staias move across our shirts. 
I watch the blue line with the 
dedication of a rat. 

"They say when the 
Hizbollah bodies are found, 
that they’ve all been wired 
up Sims is muttering ahead 
of me. "They want "to take 
their enemies with them after 


death. So mono number one: 
Never touch a dead Hizbol- 
lah." 

Tbe powerful vital folklore 
of guerrilla w arfare comes in 
bits and pieces as we pat the 
insects off our clothes. 

“They use fake rocks as 
bombs now. We've found 
half a mobile phone in one of 
them — both sides use the 
same method. You set the 
thing up. take position and 
dial the number — BANG!” 
Wahtine slowly past a field of 
unexploded cluster bombs, I 
remember the Hamas 
bomber in Gaza who was 
assassinated by the Israelis. 
He picked up his mobile 
phone when it rang — and it 
blew most of his head off. 

Far below us. I catch 
glimpses of pale green pools 
shaded by fir trees as the 
Litani froths through the 
gorge. We pad through fire 
Tong grass to a palisade of 


sandbags smothered . in 
cement, perched on a 
precipice of rock. 

All around us on the moun- 
tain-tops are more grey forts, 
all manned by the Israelis or 
their militia allies, all waiting 
for an attack. More than 75 
per cent of the Israeli stock- 
ades arc built underground. 
Their artillery is fired auto- 
matically by their troglodyte 
defenders. Only we live on 
the surface of the earth, 
watching the insect-swarm- 
ing trails. 

Last year, a Norwegian 
night patrol was fired on by 
an Israeli tank just round the 
comer of the gorge. One of 
the Norwegians was hit by a 
fleshette sheU — an artillery 
round containing 8,000 steel- 
tipped darts — and fell 
almost 100 feet down the 
mountain-side where he lay. 
firing 20 bullets into the air 
from his rifle to show his 


comrades he was still alive. 
By the time they reached 
him, he had bled to death. 

Sims has not forgotten the 
incident. The heat is suffocat- 
ing but he practises for an 
ambush, kneeling to fire 
across the Litani then running 


as Nikolaisen and Haagen- 
stad and Schanke fire their 
rifles at the same distant rock, 
the bullets cracking over the 
gorge and reechoing down 
the" valley. For 19 years, I 
reflect, the Norwegians have 
been patrolling this terrain 


and guarding their acres of 
U.N. turf, for most of the time 
deep within Israel’s occupa- 
tion zone. And to what end? 
They have prevented the 
Israelis building artillery bat- 
reries inside the U.N. zone — 
but the Israelis haxe liherej 
the valleys around it with 
their gun pits. They have, 
sometimes. forced the 
Hizbollah to turn back. They 
have given some measure of 
protection to the Christian 
and Druze vil lagers who fear 
both Hizbollah's brutal intru- 
sions and me equally brutal 
attentions of Israel's Shin Bet 
secret police. 

But of course, they have not 
stopped the war. .And as if to 
prove it. Sims turns to me and 
says: “You’ll come with us 
on the niahi patrol — that's 


when it’s serious." 


The Independent 



Keeping watch (right) and patrolling the U.N. zone have limited success in protecting villagers from both Hizbollah and Israel’s secret police 


Outside world moves in 
on Thailand’s hilltribes 


MAEMl’, Thaihnd (.AFP) — Spi- 
dery words in ,<att Burmese script 
are uouocd on NTs forearms, buz te 
has no iJcu what they say and prob- 
ah!} never will as the village exutcist 
who drew them is long dead 
The cAOivisJ neier found a suc- 
eesstr to train and NL the assistant 
hcijman. is one of the Iasi of the 
NLxmui villagers :n cany the mads. 

When Ni. Si. was a \oung man 
all lie men had them, to ward off 
spire-. from the surrtwndine forests. 
Rut she knowledge of the meaning 
••(' the tripes died with the exorcist. 

Tte- n»«n tains of northern Thai- 
land key kepr These ethnic Karen 
.ax! fw ? ■ xher hilhribes isolated from 
the outside wvirid. hui the wiaid i> 
now mo-eaMnel} evening u> item 
Slow !> it :s chandnu their faxes, for 
tetter i it wife. 

B> the end o! this year Macmu 
wil! liiidlv lyii' electricity A sale!- 
Ice telephone has jurf teen insnJlad 
ok flg-ide the simple hotels nudeof 
muab-tewTi teak. B* <h are gifts nt 
the llui i .M\emnvrJ. 

Ni 'ii\- he does not know what 
■d .aliens esettncit} will brine, but he 
is msi* his children and grandchil- 
dren wiG ftai e Isener faxes as a result. 
He ii ttjiuiN pleased they can hux 
Cuu»-0-U in the vilLrJu. 

•'ll ss tetter tev-n-c we eet the 

new tliui js. VW are the same as the 

(xrpk - :;i she ritx.” 

T: ; ms? the dcmazsJs trt'ihc mxl- 
snt xuri-l. Ni Kis ad yial j sununx: 
— - Sjenes'-iw — winch ivuchix 
SaisLi.-s as "light skin.” Howexer, 
u ithci L'f v :l!a-'e n is nut used. 

'Hi!-, jxci i--f Taubtel is deep in thr 
ptJJen maneic. knu a auTXJ'SiffK' 
ot'lte witfki teivui a*jde. Scanered 

ikads of caret all} tcradcJ i pi um 

ce:i he lixaid and 
nxn^xss of zte huhntes sail snxie 
ite dm.*. 

luer.r. y.urw^othc Acawnyof 
thi» was U'n'^nalAi K tlx* eulli* 

xaior. os pi ppiev Be: xsuh peier 
rant and i ultr mcaft- c4 poxuasira. 
Lte Iha: aui.‘xrJit> luxe po>rx*W 
ti utx :rihcs(ii.i ?k !»x switch ii more 
tevepuHe err^s 

Hj }<xi crow i^sum foex will tv.9 
ewe \m seteid. Tlxy will M gixe 
\,«i eiceincit}.*’ sT.s Ni. 

net WJ? iaksrxsrcs 
sxfih ^ BanekiJk aixi ixt la: :W«n 
ste Bunnesc txuxkr. ha> a gexan- 
iroTf-teiiS s*.teKJi. Tisir.'s sifaeire 
dsiiHi are b&ning to s^ak rx< 


unly the Karen language of their par- 
ents and grandparents, hut Thai and 
some English. 

A steal} stream of backpackers 
comes through these days on three 
or lbur-dav treks, usually organised 
in Thailand's reflhem metropolis 
Chiang Mai. Se\era! parties \isit a 
week, often overnighting in the vil- 
lage. 

Although the Karen villager* are 
self-sufficient in foed — growing 
rice and sova beans — they hav e set 
up a shop where the tired backpack- 
ers can buy tevr or * 'ft drinks. 

Manx Karen have learned to ask 
ftvr fixe baht (aheui lh cents i before 
posing for piouits. although mhere 
tlce a canuu. tearing ii win steal 
their souL 

The Roman Catholic Church has 
also arrived convening most of the 
village. A Karen-speai.ury priest v>- 
its and there is a simple church. 

But despite church disapproval, 
tte pxxpk: still tolkrw their tradnii tri- 
al animisj tehete sacnficing chick- 
ens. pigs and even a buffalo worth 
5 .(IJJ hate t about yiwh to ensure 
safel) fhnTi spiriLs in the forests and 
a gimdcrop. 

Medicinal plant' and dve» lur the 
women's charjctcnsuc red and pur- 
ple clothes come from the forest lie. 
The village Ills no dnctiv. hut the 
headman no* keeps u sUppl.v of 
drugs to treat ajmmi>n ailmeius 
such as mularij. The Karen are the 
largest of rhailand's six hiUnitets, 
having auric ungsulh Irom 
Burma, where several million of 
them live. .Many have reluives 
iajv.iss the b 9\lcr and many Karen 
from there. Village girls still mam in 
tlva'eariv teens unJ have man} chil- 
dren. 

The live other trites — die 
Hmone iknow as Mco in Thau 
.■Vkhi Lahu. Lisu and Vac *als*» 

known a.s Mien t — irigiicdlx cairn: 
from southwest China < v Titei. 

White tie ibttst avibtn deadly 
cobras and celw penis, wen in j 
nain'iial pari, the dangers t.h.mg -il- 
Jjscis in Mizmiu are few er dan their 
aikisJuTs dealt with, and tterv have 
rjJiiM li.» licar clxjut the twL'ide 
world 

The iBsunals in Maemu were once 
fetevd it. at rngte among die stills of 
dc houses to prefect them from 
tigers while their owner* slept .ncjr- 
hokl 

Bui these days tigers art: rare 


Israel to let go Egyptian prisoners 
in exchange for spy — press 


Opposition says dialogue dead; 
Majali threatens to go to court 


(Continued from page 1) 

On Tuesday. Mr. 
Netanyahu met Egyptian 
ambassador Mohammad 
Bassiouni Tuesday to 
press for Azzam’s release, 
his spokesman Shai 
Bazak said. 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
handed Mr. Bassiouni a 
letter for Azzam which 
said: “Dear Azzam. do 
not let your spirits drop. 
You are innocent and the 
state of Israel will not 
rest... until we see you in 
the bosom of your loving 
family." 

Mr. Bassiouni is return- 
ing to Egypt for consulta- 
tions. 

The case against Azzam 
— the director of a textile 
factory in Egypt under 


joint Israel i-Esypti an 
ownership — included 
ladies' underwear 

allegedly soaked in invis- 
ible ink as evidence. An 
Egyptian teacher convict- 
ed as his accomplice was 
jailed for life with hard 
labour. 

Under Egyptian law 
there is no appeal against 
the court’s decision, leav- 
ing a pardon by President 
Hosni Mubarak as the 
only recourse. 

Army radio said that 
Israel xvas preparing a 
deal under which in 
exchange for Azzam. 
Israel would release an 
unspecified number of 
Egyptian citizens con- 
victed of crimes such as 
theft and illegally cross- 
ing the border. 


Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman telephoned Mr. 
Mubarak Tuesday to urge 
a pardon for Azzam, his 
spokeswoman Batia 
Keinan said. “President 
Mubarak said the legal 
proceedings are still tak- 
ing place and promised to 
keep President Weizman 
informed." she said. 

Egyptian Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Musa, mean- 
while, was quoted by the 
Cairo newspaper A1 
Jumhouriyah as saying 
that Azzam would get “no 
special treatment.” 

“A spy gets what he 
deserves, whether he is an 
Israeli spy in America or 
an Israeli spy in Egypt or 
in any other country,” Mr. 
Musa was quoted as say- 
ing. 


(Continued from page I) 

’’We have an issue, which 
is the boycott. Why is the 
prime minister holding 
meetings with parties that 
do not have this issue, 
instead of solxing the crisis 
w ith usT Mr. Nahhas said 
The opposition groups 
which took part in yester- 
day's meeting included rep- 
resentatives *” from seven 
opposition parlies — rang- 
ing from the I AF to the left- 
ist Hashd — the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the profes- 
sional associations, a group 
of 82 independent personal- 
ities who signed a pro- boy- 
cott declaration two weeks 
ago, and opposition figures 
gathering around Islamist 
leader Leith ShbeilaL 
Mr. Nahhas reported that 


the meeting appointed a 
four-member committee to 
“draw a national pro- 
gramme for the future." and 
prepare “a document to 
explain our reasons to the 
people." 

The committee includes 
Mr. Nahhas. Muslim Broth- 
erhood leader Jamil Abu 
Bakr. representative of AI 
Ansar Party Adnan Zahran. 
and Mr. Leith Shbeilat's 
close associate Faris Fayez. 

"The committee will- sum 
up the ideas that emerged 
from yesterday's meeting 
and propose a strategy for a 
public campaign," Mr. Nah- 
has said, explaining thaL 
howexer. such a campaign 
will not include organising 
mass demonstrations. 

Yesterday’s meeting 
marked the official inclu- 


sion of outspoken head of 
the Jordan Engineers Asso- 
ciation. Mr. Shbeilai. and a 
group still in the making 
under his leadership, in the 
framework of the Higher 
Committee for the Coordi- 
nation among Opposition 
Parties. Mr. ^hbeilat. how- 
ever. did not participate in 
the meeting personally, but 
personalities affiliated to 
him represented his group. 

“The new comers" came 
upon our invitation.” Dr. 
Arabiyat said. 

"Maybe we will net 
accept all their ideas, and 
maybe they will not accept 
all our regulations." Dr. 
Arabiyat continued, stress- 
ing that Mr. Shbeilai and his 
asseviates' participation in 
the Higher Committee's 
work was still under trial. 


Majali says Netanyahu’s anger may mean Albright has ‘good’ proposals 


(Continued From page 1) 

The premier rejected 
claims b\ the opposition 
and some Arab countries, 
whom he did not name, 
that Jordan's normalisa- 
tion of ties with Israel 
will affect its relations 
with Arab states. 

“We are not ready to 
gain any personal interest 
at the cost of the Arab 
Nation's interests... by 
strengthening our ties 
with 'Israel, "we will be 
able to influence it.” Dr. 
Majali emphasised. 

He said that several fac- 
tors are pushing Jordan to 
speed up normalisation of 
ties with Israel, such as 
"the large number of 
Palestinian immigranLs 
from the West Bank, 
water shortage, and other 
problems” 

The premier said factors 
that urge Jordan to speed 
up normalisation and 
make peace with Tel Aviv 
differ from those of 
Syria. 


"Syria has about 

300.000 to 400.000 

Palestinians (refugees),-- it 
has no water problem 
with Israel, it has no 
demographic problem 
with iu" he said. 

"Our position differs to 
that of our brothers in 
Syria, in Lebanon and in 
Egypt," the prime minis- 
ter’ said noting that these 
factors result in speeding 
up the normalisation of 
ties with Israel. 

"By resolving our prob- 
lems with Israel, we will 
be able to influence the 
other side (Israeli,” and 
overcome disputes 
between Israel and .Arab 
states. Dr. Majali said. 

The prime minister said 
that he explained this 
point to Arab leaders, 
especially Egyptian Pres- 
ident Housni Mubarak, 
"and wc received positive 
understanding from these 
countries on our stand.” 

Dr. Majali said that Jor- 
dan had rejected Israeli 
plans to build a water 


dam on occupied Syrian 
territories near the Jordan 
River. 

"Israel has used the 
subject to create a rift 
(between Arabs), which 
was exaggerated by the 
media.... We rejected this 
from the very beginning,” 
Dr, Majali said. 

“They ( Syrians) have 
listened to what (Israel’s 
National Infrastructure 
Minister Ariel) Sharon 
has said.” he said. 

"It seems that we 
(Arabs) still have the 
complex that what for- 
eigners say is correct. Of 
course we answered four 
Syrian brothers! but our 
answer was not taken 
seriously." Dr. Majali 
said. 

"We have asked a long 
time ago to sit (with Syri- 
ans) and discuss the 
issue... the joint Jordan- 
ian-Syrian water commit- 
tee will hold a meeting in 
a few days. Wc have no 
hidden secrets," Dr. 
Majali said. 


‘in this country, we are 
not accustomed to solve 
our problems at the cost 
of others." Dr. Majali 
said. 

The prime minister 
denied that the Syrian- 
Iraqi rapprochement will 
have any negative effects 
on the Kingdom and said 
that Jordan welcomes any 
such step between Arab 
countries. 

"We have nothing but to 
welcome this rapproche- 
ment." Dr. Majali said. 
’To say that resuming 
such relationship will 
affect Jordan, we are not 
that selfish. We hope that 
the water will go back to 
its stream. Such a rela- 
tionship will give Arabs 
more strength.” Dr. 
Majali said. 

We might “lose (trade) 
contracts," but "we will 
win other things, namely 
making Arabs united and 
dose to each other. The 
coordination will open a 
new horizon." between 
Arab countries, the prime 


minister explained. 

Dr. Majali was respond- 
ing to fears voiced by Jor- 
danian businessmen that 
the newly bunched trade 
rapprochement will affect 
their share in the Iraqi 
market in line with the 
oi I -for- food agreement 

which Baghdad signed 
with the United Nations 
in December. 

The agreement allows 
Iraq to export $2 billion 
worth of oil in return for 
humanitarian purchases. 

Iraqi officials said this 
week they have signed a 
S50 million in contracts 
with Syrian traders ro 
supply Iraq with medi- 
cine. foods and other 
humanitarian needs. 

Dr. Majali played down 
-Arab complaints over 
planned joint Isrueli- 
Turkish war games in the 
Mediterranean and said 
that it bears no danger on 
Arab national security. 

The Prime Minister said 
that these "manoeuvres 
are not new and alwavs 


held... I don't think that it 
is against the Arab 
Nation." the premier said 
in the two-hour-long 
press conference. 

The prime minister 
noted that Turkey is u 
member of the North 
Atlantic Treaiy Organi-u- 
lion (NATOj and said it 
had a very effective 
“role" in the’ 1990 Gulf 
crisis. 

“The exercises are 
against whom? against 
Jordan, against Saudi 
.Arabia, against Syria?" 
Dr. Majali asked, adding 
thai Syria joined a l .S. 
spearheaded military 
coalition that booled the 
Iraqi army out of Kuwait 
during the 199i>9i Gulf 
crisis. 

Dr. Majali was com- 
menting an news reports 
that Israel. Turkey and the 
U.S. plan to conduct a 
ten-dav joint military 
exercises that have 
angered several Mates in 
the Middle East, especial- 
ly Syria. Egypt and Iran. 







8 Economy 


iali boasts successful 


economic record 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Prime Minister Abdul 


Salam Majaii said Wednesday that 
his government has succeeded in 


removing many obstacles that 
impeded foreign investments in the 
Kingdom. 

But Dr. Majaii, who was speaking 
to reporters at a press conference, 
admitted that his 24-man cabinet 
did not' succeed in removing all 
these barriers. 

“I cannot say that we have over- 
come them (obstacles) all. We have 
removed most of the impediments 
to investments, whether by encour- 
aging investors, clarifying invest- 
ment opportunities or changing the 
legislation that hamper investment 
in the Kingdom,'’ the prime minis- 
ter said in'the two-hour press con- 
ference. 

The premier, who was briefing 
reporters and columnists on the per- 
formance of his government in the 
past seven months, said the govern- 
ment also succeeded in changing 
the “behaviour of civil servants 
who work in (government) depart- 


ments involved in the investment 
procedures." 

“One of the main factors that 
drove foreign investors out of the 
country was the behaviour, slow 
work and lack of understanding of 
those employees,” said Dr. Majaii 
who assumed office on March 19. 

He added that these measures 
attracted foreign investments far 
above previous levels. 

The premier listed several eco- 
nomic laws that were enacted this 
year, including the Securities Law 
which was needed to advance the 
Companies Law. 

Dr. Majaii said the government 
will continue the implementation of 
the readjustment programme that 
was launched in 1 989. 

He pointed out that in the past few 
months, an improvement was 
recorded on the balance of account 
and noted that the government 
managed to maintain the inflation 
rate within a reasonable range. 

Dr. Majaii highlighted the foreign 
exchange reserve which increased 
to an “unprecedented figure.” 

He said exports have increased by 


months of this year, compared with 


the^ures during the same period 

The prime minister said the gov- 
ernment has controlled the public 
spending noting that his govern- 
ment aims “ to reach a deficit-free 
budget in the coming year.” 

Dr. Majaii added that among the 
factors which helped the Kingdom 
fulfil its economic programmes 
were “the rescheduling or foreign 
debts and the increase of foreign 
assistance from the United States 
and some other European coun- 
tries.” 

“Such assistance helped boosting 
the foreign reserves at the Central 
Bank.” the prime minister 
explained. 

He expected die Central Bank and 
other commercial banks to reduce 
interest rate “gradually” in order to 
increase “liquidity” in the market. 

Dr. Majaii said that his foreign 
tour to several Arab and European 
countries succeeded in attracting 
foreign investments to the King- 
dom. 

He said that among those foreign 
investments that were proposed 
was a Qatari $100 million hotel in 
Aqaba. 


Fellowships for Master Programmes 
in the field of Water and Environmental 
Engineering in Delft, the Netherlands 


In response to a request from the Ministry of Planning, the Ministry of International 
Cooperation of the Netherlands provides ten feffowship for the next academic year, 
starting October 19, 1997. The fellowship covers all costs (tuition fee, living fee, living 
allowance and air fravel) for a 12 month Master Programme at the International 
Institute for the Infrastructural, Hydraulic and Environmental Engineering (llrlE) in Deft, 
the Netherlands. The training programme is carried out in the framework of the 
“Regional Jordanian/Palestinian Water and Environmental Sector' Capacity Building 
Programme." Successful completion of the study leads to the Master of Engineering 
(MEng.) degree. 


The following Master Programmes are included in the project 
"■ Environmental Science and Technology 
•• Sanitary Engineering (Water Supply) 

• Water Quality Management 

- Water Resources Management 

• Groundwater- Hydrology 

Detailed information on the above programmes may be found in the 1HE brochure 
which may be consulted at the Royal Netherlands Embassy. 

Admission requirements 

Candidates with a BSc (minimum grade "good") in an appropriate field of science or 
engineering and with at least three years of working experience may apply. 

Application 

An application form may be collected from the Royal Netherlands Embassy (requests 
by telephone will not be accepted). The application form together with a curriculum 
vitae, three passport photos, certified academic transcripts and photocopies ot 
academic diploma's are to be presented at the Embassy in a closed envelope 
indicating "IHE Master Programme." The Royal Netherlands Embassy (22, Embassy 
Street, Amman, Fourth Circle, opposite Prime Minister's Office) is open from 09:00 - 
12:00 hrs except on Friday and Saturday. Information on this project can be obtained 
from IHE in the Netherlands (Department of Student- Affairs: Tel +31 15 2151700). the 
Embassy cannot provide any information and does not accept any telephone calls on 
this project The deadline for submission of the applications is September 15, 12:00 
hrs. ■ 


Selection procedure 

The Department of Student Affairs of IHE processes the applications and notifies the 
candidate whether he or she is academically admitted to the Master Programme. A 
number ol candidates will be invited for an interview. 

The interviews will take place in Amman by the end of September. There are equal 
opportunities for candidates from the public sector, the private sector as well as from 
the NGQ’s. Female candidates are particularly encouraged to apply. 


Iraq hopes 
to stabilise 
currency 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
hopes to stabilise its wildly 
fluctuating currency under 
the UX oil-for-food deal, 
the central bank has said. 
“We predict a stabilisation 
of the Iraqi dinar before the 
end of the year and imple- 
mentation of the second 
phase of the oil-for-food 
deal will certainly con- 
tribute to this stabilisa- 
tion,” Central Bank Gover- 
nor Iss&n Hawich said. 

“The Iraqi economy is 
expected to post positive 
results in the second half of 
this year. This will boost 
the Iraqi currency” Mr. 
Hawich said, cited by the 
Iraqi Industrial Union 
newspaper. 

The dollar, which has 
been the point of reference 
since the international eco- 
nomic embargo was placed 
on Iraq in 1990, was trad- 
ing at 1,485 Iraqi dinars, 
down 100 dinars from a 
month ago. The latest 
improvement is due to a 
resumption of oil exports in 
August after a two-month 
interruption. 

The dinar has traded 
between 1,200 to 1,600 to 
the dollar over the last 
three months. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Curtail 

5 Release money 
9 Expense 

13 Thanks— T 

14 Jokers 

15 Soto 

16 By any means 
available 

19 Set of articles 

20 CIA forerunner 

21 Parish officer 

22 SenSual 

25 Tax free bond, 
briefly 

26 Shore bird 

27 Placed 

29 Network letters 

32 Outer 

33 Cookie fruit 

34 In the manner 
. of 

35 Unruffled 

39 Away from 
home 

40 Pine 

41 Opposite 

42 Utmost 

43 U.S. author and 
critic 

44' Sturdy 
45 Building wings 
47 Greeting 
49 Neckwear 

51 Vehicle 

52 Extinct bird 
55 Boast 

60 Caliber 

61 States strongly 

62 Machete 

63 Pitcher 

64 Sign of 
boredom 

65 Ring stone 
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by Roger Jurgovan 


Puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Deck 

2 Jai — 

3 Thoroughly 
corrupt 

4 And so forth: 
abbr. 

5 Operatic voices 

6 Curve 

7 Ms. Lupino 

8 Invasion craft 

9 Octavus Roy- 
10 Rarely 


11 European 

12 Actress Daly 
14 Social class 

17 Hullabaloo 

18 Fitthy coating 

23 Iranian money 

24 Old saws 

25 Assorted: abbr. 

26 B.S-A. member 
28 Malarial 

symptom 

30 Ovine call 

31 Vikki of song 

32 Sch. subj. 

33 Confront 

36 Droops 

37 Positive swmg 

38 Arguable 
43 Choir voice 
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49 Cleric 


44 Cabbage dishes 50 Dilatory 
46 Bringdown 53 Paris airport 
48 Kind of squash 54 Strong 


56 Voice vote 

57 A Gabor 

58 Make clothes 

59 Network letters 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 4, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 




I 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Make a firm 
decision today about 
what will make you hap- 
piest and healthiest early, 
and then follow through. 
You can make a great new 
friend later this evening, 
so do your best to be cor- 
dial to all you meet. 
TAURUS: (.April 20 to 
May 20) See an expen in 
the morning today and get 
excellent advice for what- 
ever your needs may be. 
Good friends can help 
you advance your career 
by providing you with a 
plan of action for becom- 
ing quite successful. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Contact a very 
clever pal today and gain 
cooperation for a new 
project. Study your plans 
very carefully, and then 
work on them quickly, if 
you need assistance, 
don't be so noble about 
getting any suggestions. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You can 
make a fine impression 
today on those of influ- 
ence early in the day, and 
later you can simply have 
fun with friends. Handle 
business activities first, 
thereby you can gain the 
recognition of a bigwig. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get an early start 
today on a new project 
which you have in mind, 
and make it function suc- 
cessfully for you. Talk 
over the days ahead with 
one who has original 
ideas, by which you can 
make become prosperous. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22 1 Handle 
money matters in the 
morning today, and later 
study a new interest 
which intrigues you. 
Relieve the usual monot- 
ony. by meeting with 
close friends for recre- 
ational activities which 
will be quite exciting. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Morning is 
excellent today for 
becoming better 

acquainted with a promi- 
nent individual. Then 
show how this can 
become a beneficial rela- 
tionship. Later this 
evening will be good for 
meeting with knowledge- 
able people. 

SCORPIO: ( October 23 
to November 21) Today is 
a good time to convince 
stubborn fellow associ- 
ates to go along with your 
ideas. A fellow associate 
has a good pan which you 
should back, thereby 
gaining the recognition of 
those in authority. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Get your recreational 
activities scheduled for 
the days ahead in the 
morning, and then career 
activities will go more 
smoothly. Try to inspire a 
fellow associate who has 
doubts on what is neces- 
sary to complete a new 
project, 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Have a vital discussion 
with a loved ones in the 
morning today in order to 
relieve friction at home. 
Plan a festive dinner at 
your home and extend 
invitations for close 
Iriends and acquain- 
tances. thereby you can 
make them feel welcome. 

AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February 19) This 
morning you can produce 
u great ileal today, an* 
later you can study your 
home and plan some 
improvements, which 
will make it beautiful 3S 
well as quite functional- 
Later this evening y 011 
can relax with your loved 
ones. 

PISCES: (February 20® 
March 20) You can 
arrange today for having 
a greater income with ^ 
assistance of g 00 " 
friends. Handle cofl*' 
spondence into d* 
evening for best 
thereby you will g® 0 
recognition from those 10 
authority. 
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Hafez: Ministry of Finance is the 
authorised entity to manage 
proceeds from privatisation process 

** FINANCE MINISTER Suleiman Hafez has 
stressed that his ministry is the authorised party in 
managing the funds and the proceeds from the pri- 
vatisation process should the Jordan Investment Cor- 
poration law be replaced. He indicated that it is pre- 
mature to talk about setting up a special fund for the 
privatisation proceeds. 

Replying to a question. Mr. Hafez, who is also the 
board chairman of the corporation, said all the funds 
that will be obtained as a result of the privatisation 
process, will flow to and be managed by the Ministry 
of Finance. He emphasised that nothing of the pro- 
ceeds will be used for recurrent spending. 

The minister explained that the ministry' will work 
on investing the proceeds to compensate the treasury 
for pan of its lost profit. The other portion will be* 
invested in additional infrastructure projects and 
some productive socio-economic schemes. 

Replying to another question about the reasons for 
not rescheduling Jordanian debts, the minister said 
that the recent rescheduling deal which was agreed 
with the Paris Club was the last due to the economic 
growth achieved lately by the Kingdom. "That 
means there is no need to reschedule these debts." he 
stressed. 

In a separate story, the head of the Executive Unit 
for Privatisation at the Prime Ministry has specified 
practical steps which he described as “the ideal" to 
utilise the proceeds from selling the government 
projects and equities. The first step, Adel Qudah 
indicated, is to amend or replace the law of the Jor- 
dan Investment Corporation (JIC). 

"It is more appropriate to neutralise the funds and 
transfer the proceeds from privatisation to special 
accounts at banks and authorise the concerned par- 
ties to manage the accounts temporarily in order to 
achieve the best possible return.” Mr. Qudah said. 

He added: “At the same time the JIC should freeze 
utilising any proceeds or funds transferred to it in 
accordance with the current law until the law is 
amended." Mr. Qudah emphasised that amending or 
replacing the JIC law should be in harmony wich the 
economic adjustment programme and the drive 
towards privatisation. 

The head of the privatisation unit underlined the 
importance of ■ implementing the privatisation 
process by stressing that it has become a must for 
development in light of increasing burden on the 
government in social, administrative, legal and 
organisational spheres. “The government should 
give full attention to execute these basic tasks away 
from direct commercial and industrial operations " 
he emphasised. 

Mr. Qudah said a portion of the proceeds and the 
profits of the planned fund could be used to meet 
social needs such as combating unemployment and 
poverty but not through direct assistance. To the con- 
trary, he added, assistance should be in financing 
small and medium -size projects as well as coopera- 
tives in addition to investing in promising sectors 
such as high education, specialised medical and 
other technical sectors. 

He emphasised that the proceeds should be invest- 
ed on sound financial and commercial basis to 
ensure enough returns that would finance future 
expansion and compensate the treasury for any drop 
that might affect earnings due to any losses. lAl 
Aswaq -r AI Ra'ij. 


THE BETTER HALF* By Glasbergen 



Committee willing to help 
Jordanians export to Britain 


Jordan denies asking Israeli 
firms to bid for power project 


.AMMAN f Petra) — COMET, the Com- 
mittee on Middle East Trade in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, has been involved over the 
past two years in encouraging British 
investors to invest in Jordan and the 
committee plans to pursue this endeav- 
our in the coming summer, according to 
COMET Chairman Ron Hollis. 

Addressing a round-table meeting with 
Jordanian businessmen, convened to dis- . 
cuss trade relations between the United 
Kingdom and Jordan, Mr. Hollis said 
COMET will do its utmost to help Jor- 
dan to increase its sales to British mar- 
kets so that the Kingdom can partially 
address the balance of trade which is in 
favour of Britain. 

He said that the investment climate in 
the Kingdom seems to be improving 
gradually, especially in the wake of the 
introduction of economic legislation that 
encourages investors. 

Hamdi Tabbaa, chairman of the Jor- 


danian Businessmen Association (JBA), 
addressed the meeting and outlined the 
positive trends in the Jordanian econo- 
my noting that the restructuring pro- 
gramme has had its beneficial effects on 
the Kingdom’s national economy. 

He pointed out that the gross domestic 
product at fixed prices rose in 1996 by 
5.2 per cent while inflation is not 
expected to rise more than three per cent 
this year. 

Mr. Tabbaa also noted that the deficit 
in the 1997 fiscal budget is not expected 
to exceed 3.1 per cent, down from 4.9 per 
cent in the past year, at a time when the 
deficit in the balance of payments 
dropped from 3.9 per cent in 1995 to 3.1 
per cent in 1996. 

Mr. Tabbaa also outlined the King- 
dom’s economic reform laws that cover 
the fields of investment, taxes, specifica- 
tions and standards and trade and min- 
ing. 


. By GhaliaAluI 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan 
Wednesday denied press 
reports that it had specifically 
invited Israeli companies to 
bid for the construction of a 
power station in the King- 
dom, 

An Israeli daily newspaper 
reported Wednesday that the 
Ministry of Energy and Min- 
eral Resources had invited 
Israeli companies to bid for 
the project adding that the 
Israeli embassy in Amman 
conveyed the invitation to its 
foreign ministry. 

''We did not invite any spe- 
cific party for the bid,” Min- 
istry Secretary General 
Ahmad Bashir told die Jor- 
dan Times. 


The report added that some 
Israeli groups including the 
Israel Electric Company had 
shown interest in the bid even 
though the company proba- 
bly would not participate. 

Dr. Bashir said the ministry 
had issued a general notice 
for prequalification of spon- 
sors in mid July announcing 
its intention to have its next 
thermal power project with a 
400 kv, 132 kv switchyard as 
well as support facilities 
implemented on a build- 
own-operate (BOO) basis. 

Jordan currently has a total 
electricity generating capaci- 
ty of around 1,100 MW, 390 
MW of which is generated 
from three power stations in 
Aqaba producing 130 MW 
each. Jordan is in need of 
enhancing the output to sus- 


tain the increased industrial 
and population growth. 

The new thermal power 
station is expected to be in 
the range of 300 MW thereby 
increasing the total generat- 
ing capacity by 25-30 per 
cent by the year 2001 . 

Dr. Bashir said the ministry 
has yet to decide on a site for 
the facility which is expected 
to commence commercial 
operations by year 2001. 

He added that the ministry 
has appointed K&M Engi- 
neering Company of die 

United States to assist the 
ministry in sponsoring pre- 
qualification and request for 
proposal preparation (RFP). 

; Dr. Bashir said that 170 
international companies have 
already shown interest at this 
preliminary stage. 


1 just killed millions of bacteria, germs 
and fungus! Still think I’m a wimp?” 
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FEIGN COMET TIPTOE AGENCY 
Easy to run cur of with a house full of kids - 
PAT1ENCF 
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ARAB BANK 
JOR. NATIONAL BK. 
MID. EAST ZNV.BK. 
INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 
THE HOUSING BK. 
JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOB-CULT BANK 
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JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 
ARAB INTL. HOTELS 
SHIPPING LINES 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
REAL ESTATE INV. 
JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 
MIO- EAST HOTELS 
ARAB XNTL.imr.EDOe. 
SARXA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 

ONION LAND DEV. 
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HOROSCOPE FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 5, 1997 

By Thomas S . Pierson . Astrologer, Carroll Righter 
Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Push yourself today to 
accomplish practical aims which you have been neglecting. 
Consult with one who has an interest in you and be active in 
the process of your career activities from knowledgeable peo- 
ple. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your judgement is highly 
sensitive today, so don’t lose one precious moment in using it 
Good friends can provide the backing which you need to com- 
plete a new project you have in mind, thereby becoming quite 
successful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You should not confide your 
plans for career activities to others today. Your venture will be 
more successful without others casting doubL Listen to your 
mate for suggestions on how to make your efforts prosperous. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Join with others 
who have similar ideas to your own. Use great care io your 
personal relationships today. Spend a joyful evening at borne 
with your loved ones and relax for the days ahead will be quite 
stressful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) Communicate with your higher- 
ups today and you can accomplish a greai deal. Opportunity 
exists to improve your credit, career, and civic affairs, so make 
the best of any situations which come in your direction. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You should not be 
afraid to branch out today in several different directions, since 
change will keep you on your toes. You may need to take a trip 
to improve your situation with business activities, so defiant- 
ly make the necessary plans. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Plan sometime to 
study new systems of operation today which can help your 
business activities. Spend lots of quiet time later this evening 
reading. Talk over a mutual product with your mate and get 
his or her suggestions. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) The benefits 
which you expea today depend on those who have power 
over your affair and how well you deal with them. Make your 
ideas clear to these people, thereby you can gain the recogni- 
tion whic h you seek. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Today you 
may extend the scope of your business dealings by seeking the 
advice of knowledgeable people. Expert provide the best 
advice concerning expansion, so seek out their advice on how- 
best to proceed. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Your creativity 
is quite high presently today, and this is what you should focus 
on for personal gratification. Be congenial laier this evening, 
especially towards vour loved ones, thereby you can eliminate 
and differences of opinion. 

AQUARIUS: (January' 2 1 to February 1 9 ) Set aside your day- 
dreams today so that you can attend to crucial practical activ- 
ities. Your sensible views will be appreciated, so make any 
suggestions you can. especially to those in authority who can 
make your efforts successful. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You should not lose con- 
tact today with those who can assist you to advance your 
career activities. Don't be shy about showing off your talents 
to a bigwig. Update your wardrobe for the days ahead. 

Birthstone of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 
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Etifiri&iii DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18 k Gold • ilo,el sllops 


Also in Brazil 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 
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Quality Se rviced Suites 

■ One A Two Bedrooms * FaDy 
Equipped Kitctactw ■ DaDy A 
Loaf Say * Renonibte Riia 
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STUDIO HfllO 

Prof&sskxtal qua8ty4n 
1 hour service 
Develop yotir colour 
at bur stoop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. . 

* Free titiargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmelsani - Opposite! 
Grindiays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 823891 


oTOtfiiiaia 

’ OLYMPIC SIZE 

SWIMMING POOL®** 

• TENNIS & JJPF 

SQUASH (X 1 
COURTS 

'SAUNA, /V f 

jacuzzi & j^m 

MASSAGE 

* FITNESS M 

ROOM r 'a 

Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RO. 
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I 667171 ext 223 1 
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U FOR 
r* RENT 


For details please oafl 

RV 1I11M 


TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan times 

CALL 

"'667171 EXL223^ 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 ^ 


AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modem Aii-Condltioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdofi 
to Altport and Bock 


For Further Details call ■ 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
AbdaH Branch 653313 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Chang squeezes through; Seles, 


Agassi edged out of U.S. Open 


Williams to meet Spirlea in semi-final 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Monica Seles lost a match 
she should have won and 
Michael Chang won a 
match he should have lost 
as the paths of the second- 
ranked players in the world 
diverged at the U.S. Open 
on Tuesday. 

Chang, the second seed 
who inherited the mantle of 
U.S. Open favourite in the 
wake of Pete Sampras' 
shocking defeat on 
Monday, needed all of his 
trademark tenacity to over- 
come France's Cedric 
Pioline 6-3, 0-6. 5-7, 7-5. 6- 
l. 

Chang trailed 2-5 in the 
fourth set, but won 1 1 of the 
last 12 games to take the 
match and line up a quarter- 
final clash with the next- 
highest seeded player left in 
the draw. No. 10 Marcelo 
Rios of Chile. 

Seles squandered a match 
point against Irina Spirlea \ 
before the llth-seeded 
Romanian came back to 
win 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (10/8), 6- 
3 to reach the first Grand • 
Slam semi-final of her 
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five finals this year but has- 
n't won a tournament, said 
the Agassi’s lack of matches 
might have told in the end. 

“It was just the one little 
break in the end.” Rafter 
said of his fourth-set break 
for a 5-3 lead. “That’s just 
me having more matches 
than Andre.” 

Agassi was especially 
unhappy since that game 
included a double fault and 
two other errors. 

*1 basically donated my 
serve there at the end,” 
Agassf said. “That’s a long 
way. to fight back from. I 
just wish I would have 
made him earn it a little 


\ 




career. 

Seles, whose nine Grand 
Slam titles include the 1991 
and 1992 U.S. Opens, said 
it was particularly painful to 
bow out after having a* 
chance to win the match in 
the second-set tiebreaker. 

“I felt 1 should have won 
the match." Seles said. “I 
have to give her credit, she 
played some great tennis. 
She didn't choke when she 
was up. She went for all her 
shuts at every point." 

■ Chang, on the other hand, 
appeared headed for a cer- 
tain exit. When Pioline 
broke him to lead 4-2 in the 
fourth, then held for 5-2, 
Chang's hopes of adding a 
second Grand Slam title to 
the French Open crown he 
won in 1989 looked 
doomed. 

But he broke the 
Frenchman in the next 
game to start a run of seven 
straight games that took 
him to a 2-0 lead in the 
fifth. 

He saved two break points 
in the 12th game of the 
fourth before he finally took 
the set when the tiring 
Pioline hit a cross-court 
volley wide. 

“1 think the fourth set. 
when 1 was leading, he tried 
to moke me run a lot more 
and make me play more 
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Second seed Michael Chang from the United States hits a return to Frenchman 
Cedric Pioline during their fourth round U.S. Open match (Reuters photo) 


shots,” Pioline said. “I was 
tired and he played well." 

Pioline finally held his 
serve to narrow the gap to 
2-1 in the fifth, but despite 
break chances in both the 
fourth and sixth games, the 
exhausted Frenchman 
couldn’t come back. 

“I was stoning to cramp. I 
think he saw I was tired and 
he tried to make me run. 
Even with this I had two or 
three break points. I was 
playing the best I could do. 

“Maybe is why he is No. 2 
in the world and I'm not," 
Pioline said. 

Chang advanced to a 
quarter-final clash with 
Rios, who beat seventh seed 
Seigi Bruguera of Spain 7- 
5, 6-2. 6-4. 

Australian Pat Rafter, the 
1 3th seed, derailed former 
world number one Andre 
Agassi’s bid for a second 
U.S. Open title with a 6-3, 
7-6 (7/4), 4-6. 6-3 fourth- 
round victory. 

Rafter, who has reached 


more. 

Rafter next faces unseed- 
ed Swede Magnus Larsson, 
who defeated South African 
Wayne Ferreira 6-3, 7-6 
(7/5), 6-3. 

Agassi’s departure was a 
blow for U.S. fans, but 
another flamboyant 

American, 17-year-old 
Venus Williams, picked up 
the slack as she advanced to 
the semi-finals in her first 
U.S. Open. 

Williams defeated 

unseeded Sandrine Testud 
of France 7-5, 7-5. to line 
up a semi-final meeting 
with Spirlea, 

Spirlea, whose previous 
best Grand Slam perfor- 
mance was a quarter-final 
loss to Martina Hingis at the 
Australian Open in January, 
rallied from 0-40 to hold 
serve in the second game of 
the third set against Seles. 

Then she broke for a 2-1 
lead and broke again in the 
final game of the match. 

“I would really like -the 
game back when 1 was 49- 
love on her serve.” Seles 
said. ‘That’s a big one to let 
out of your hands like that 

“It would be nice to have 
a 2-love lead. To lose five 
points at that critical stage 
of a match, it's not a good 
sign.” 

Seles made her earliest 
exit from the U.S. Open 
since her third-round defeat 
in 1990. 


U.S. Open diary 


Notes and quotes from the 
U.S. Open tennis champi- 
onships: 


Second seed Monica Seles from the United States reacts 
to missing a shot, during her UJS. Open quarterfinal 
match against eleventh seed Irina Spirlea from 
Romania (Reuters photo) 


Spirlea wins match and 
extra prizes: Irina Spirlea 
upset second seed Monica 
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Irina Spirlea celebrates her upset victory over second 
Amercian Venus Williams sprints to the net as she celebrates her U.S. Open quarter- seed Monica Seles from the United States in their U.S. 

final victor} 1 over Sandrine Testud from France. Williams defeated Testud 7-5 7-5 to Open quarter final match. Spirlea defeated Seles 6-7 7- 

advance to the semi-finals (Reuteres photo) 6 6-3 (Reuters photo) 
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Veil Kilmer & Elizabeth Shue.An 


PLAZA 


Nab i la Obeid... in 


THE SAINT 


THE LOST WORLD 

(JURASSIC PARK) 


AL MARA' WAL SATOUR 
(Arabic) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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Ameri ca n Andre Agassi yells after missing a shot during his fourth round U.S. Open 
match against Patrick Rafter, of Australia. Agassi lost 3-6 6-7 6-4 3-6 to end his U<S> 
Open (Reuters photo) 
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Australian Patrick Rafter celebrates winning the second set in a tie-breaker during 
his U.S. Open match against American Andre Agassi in New- York. Rafter and Agass 
met in the fourth round of the championships (Reuters photo) 
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Seles here Tuesday at the 
U.S. Open, winning her a 
chance at her first Grand 
Slam title and a $300,000 
top prize. But the 23-year- 
old Romanian also predic- 
ted from a promise with 
coach Max Pace for reach- 
ing her first Grand Slam 
semi-final. They vowed to 
buy each other presents if 
Spirlea reached a Slam 
semi-final. “At the begin- 
ning we had a bee like Tam 
going to make semi-final. I 
h'ave to make a present for 
them or they have to make a 
present for me,” she said. 
“So 1 have to do it for two 
of them, for my coach and 
for my manager.” So whai 
will it be? ’They know 
what they want." she said. 
“I’m not going to tell you.” 


Football gives Rios a 
kick: Chilean football 

rivals can be thankful 
Marcelo Rios discovered 
tennis. The lOth-seeded 
U.S. Open quarter- finalist 
said he would have been 
better on the professional 
football fields than he is on 
the pro tennis courts. "I 
think 1 would have been 
better in soccer,” he said. “I 
like soccer, like all South 
Americans. Soccer is the 
biggest sport in South 
America, I don't know why 
I'm playing tennis.” But 
Rios knows where his tme 
talent is. “I never play soc- 
cer professional-like. 1 only 
played in school, with my 
friends” he said. “Nothin® 
like 1 want to be a soccer 
player. If you ask me right 


now. I prefer to play tennis." 


Night and day: Pete 

Sampras and Michael 
Chang played extended 
U.S. Open fourth-round 
matches that delayed night 
matches on the main stadi- 
um court and annoyed fans 
arriving for night-session 
matches. Fans entered the 
grounds expecting to walk 
into the stadium for night 
action but were not allowed 
into the 23.000-seai facility 
because the ongoing match 
was from the day ticketed 
session. That meant night 
spectators could ward) 
junior matches on outer 
courts or do what most did, 
crowd around every avail’ 
able television to watch the 
intense men’s action. 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 

concord 


CONCORD *1- 

Th. „ £ „„„ „ Wi 

Arnold Schwarzenegger ...in 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

( 12:30. 3:30. 6: 1 5. 8:3u, 10:301 


Nabil & Hisham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


The satirical play 


COHCORD -2- 


ACE VENTURA 1 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


amn ai ai ya ho 

performance starts at 8:30 p-ffl- 
The theatre is closed every Friday- 
For reservations call 625155 
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Grieving McCoist pulls out of Scotland game 

Pressure mornfs to cancel World Cup Clash 


GLASGOW (AFP) — The 
growing revolt over the 
decision to go ahead with 
Scotland's World Cup qual- 
ifier with Belarus on Satur- 
day spread to the players 
Wednesday when star strik- 
er Ally McCoist insisted he 
will not play. 

The player’s protest 
immediately put further 
pressure on the Scottish 
Football Association (SFA) 
to reconsider their decision 
to play on the same day as 
the funeral of Diana, 
Princes of Wales. 

Earlier, Prime Minister 
Tony Blair publicly backed 
Scottish Secretary Donald 
Dewar's attempts to per- 
suade the football chiefs to 
call the game off. 

McCoist has asked not to 


be considered should the 
game still go ahead with a 
3pm kick-off, at the same 
time as the funeral cortege 
of Princess Diana will be 
heading to the church in her 
home village. 

Speaking on BBC Radio, 
the Rangers ace said: “I 
have spoken to Craig 
Brown (Scotland manager) 
this morning and I have 
said to him that from a 
purely personal point of 
view I don’t think I could 
focus 100 per cent on the 
match on Saturday. 

“I don't think 1 could do 
myself justice, the team 
justice or the fans justice if 
I was involved on Saturday 
and have asked him not to 
include me in his selection 
for the starting Itne-up or 


the substitutes bench. 

"L have to qualify that by 
saying if the game was 
going ahead Scotland 
would not have a bigger 
supporter than me. and" It’s 
nothing against the fans or 
the teams but I don't think I 
could concentrate 100 per 
cent.” 

McCoist's withdrawal 
followed an earlier plea 
from former Scotland strik- 
er Denis Law to the Scot- 
land players to refuse^ to 
play in the match. 

On what is a day of 
national mourning. Scot- 
land's Saturday's clash is 
the only major sporting 
event not to have been post- 
poned in tribute. 



Peter Schmid of Canada performs his rings exercise during the men's qualifica- 
tion round of the World Gymnastic Championships in Lausanne. The men's 
team final will be held on September 4 (Reuters photo) 


Yeboah 
set for 
Hamburg 
switch 


LEEDS (AFP) — Tony 
Yeboah is set to return to the 
BundesJiga to play for Ham- 
burg in a £1 million deal 
(about S 1.6 million) that will 
finally bring to end an 
unhappy period with Leeds 
United. 

English Premiership giants 
Leeds have agreed the fee 
with the German club, and 
Yeboah has accepted person- 
al terms, but the transfer is 
subject to a medical exami- 
nation. 

The test, normally a fc»r- 
mality, could yet prove to be 
an obstacle as the 31-ye^r- 
old striker has not played in 
the Leeds first team since 
falling out with boss George 
Graham in March. 

Yeboah, who cost Leeds 
£3.4 million from'Eintracht 
Frankfurt in January 1995, 
recently turned down a move 
to Newells Old Boys of 
Argentina as he refused to 
move his family away from 
Europe. 

Yeboah, becomes the 
fourth high-profile player to 
leave El land Road in the past 
two months following the 
departures of Brian Deane 
(to Sheffield United). Ian 
Rush (Newcastle) and Tony 
Dorigo (Torino). 


Olympic chief clears Cape 
Town and Stockholm 


LAUSANNE (AFP) — 
Cape Town and Stockholm 
were cleared of any wrong- 
doing in their campaign to 
win the 2004 Games by the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) on 
Wednesday. 

“We have never doubted 
the total good faith and 
intentions of Stockholm 
and Cape Town,’* IOC 
Director General Francois 
Canard said. 

Stockholm bad been 
accused of offering to trans- 
port furniture back home 
for visiting IOC members 
while Cape Town was 
alleged to have paid for 
IOC members' wives to fly 
to Lausanne for Friday’s 
vote. 

“Stockholm had nothing 
to answer while the Nation- 
al Olympic Committee for 
South Africa has apolo- 
gised.’’ Carrard said. 

“Only three or four wives 
accepted,” NOCSA treasur- 
er Kurt Hipper said. “We 
don't believe this contra- 
vened any IOC rules what- 
ever. It was done openly 
and documented. We want- 
ed to give wives the chance 
of sharing in what may be 
an historic occasion.'* 

Africa has never staged 
the Games. 

The committee paid for 



International Olympic Committee (IOC) President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch addresses the audience dar- 
ing the opening ceremony of the 106th IOC session. On 
September 5 a decision will be ann ounced naming the 
host city for the 2004 Summer Olympics (Reuters 
photo) 


first class return air tickets. 
It did not pay hotel bills. 
Bidding cities-are limi ted 


to making gifts worth $200 
to IOC members. 

Carrard said the wives 


would not be asked to 
refund the tickets. 

“It was not a secret,” Hjp- 
per said. He said Cape 
Town represented an 
African bid supported by 
the Supreme Council for 
Sport in Africa and the 
Organisation for African 
Unity. 

Canard said the buildup 
to an Olympic venue was 
always fraught with suspi- 
cion. 

“There are always insinu- 
ations, plots, rumours," he 
said. “As far as we are con- 
cerned the five bidding 
cities are on an absolutely 
equal footing as far as stan- 
dards are concerned .” 

Hipper said he did not 
think that what many saw 
as a gaffe would hurt Cape 
Town’s chances. 

“It would be sad if this in 
any way influenced the 
vote," he added. 

The five bidding cities — 
Cape Town, Athens, 
Buenos Aires, Rome and 
Stockholm — need a 
majority of 54 votes to win. 

Cape Town Bid Commit- 
tee chief executive officer 
Chris Ball said no clear 
favourite had emerged. 

“All of the cities in the 
final straight are in a bunch. 
Every city rightly thinks it 
can still win,” he said. 


Athens aiming to bring 2004 Olympics home 


LAUSANNE (AFP) — The city that was the 
founding place of the Olympic movement 
wants the Games to finally return home. 

Athens, which missed out on the Centennial 
Olympics when they were awarded to Atlanta, 
believes it has corrected the mistakes of the 
past and now has the infrastructure and 
knowhow to be the host city of sport's greatest 
spectacle in 2004. 

The IOC members will have to decide 
whether Athens’ case has been helped or 
harmed by the recent World Athletics Champi- 
onships. 

Poor attendances and some early organisa- 
tional glitches sparked criticism of Athens 
from International Amateur Athletic Federation 
president Prime Nebiolo — but Nebiolo has his 
own agenda. 


The roly-poly Italian is a prime mover behind 
the Rome bid for the 2004 Games — a bid that 
many believe is Athens' strongest rival. 

Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, the presi- 
dent of the Athens bid committee, believes her 
-<3v now has its act together enough to deserve 
the Games ahead of Rome, Stockholm, Cape 
Town and Buenos Aires. 

“We want the Olympic Games on merit, not 
by right." she said. 

“We don't want them as some honorary 
award because they were founded here a mil- 
lion years ago and were re-started in Athens in 
1896. We want them because we can handle 
them.” 

Athens has economic, environmental and 
political problems, however. A new metro sys- 
tem is mooted to be in place by 2004 as is a 


new motorway and a new international airport 
terminal. 

The Greek capital, overcrowded with few 
green spaces, has huge pollution problems and 
its efforts have been undermined by a report 
from the European Investment Bank that it 
could incur huge debts by hosting the Games. 

Athens says that 29 of its 39 competition sites 
already exist — 

including the main stadium. There is wide- 
spread local support and the likelihood of good 
facilities. 

It is likely to be extremely hot in Athens, 
however, and it was noteworthy that not one 
world record was set during the World Athlet- 
ics Championship. 


Baggio called up for squad duty 


MILAN (AFP) — A delight- 
ed Roberto Baggio is hoping 
to guide Italy to the 1998 
World Cup finals, after being 
called up by national coach 
Cesare Maldini for next 
week's game in Georgia, 
Baggio ended a 19-month 
absence from the national 
team last April, when Maldi- 
ni brought him back for the 
qualifier against Poland in 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OliAfl SHARTF 
iTANNAH HBtSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. I - Easi-W’m vulnerable, as 
Scuu 1 . you hold: 

*10 7 5 CAJ9 OA AK9T4S2 

The has proewded. 

NOHTH HAST SOUTH VEST 
I* Dbl ? 

Wiu- do yov bid now? 

A - Don’t rwi think aboui biding 
azy number ofcluba A jump to 
threw dubs :s a preemptin' action 
and iws dubs esa be poraed. la the 
sac-irrr. style there are two ways to 
-luk u a une-nond farce, either bid a 

n*>* wiii a: the ear-ierd. or redou- 
ble 5; see you have no suit to bid at 
the vM-itvei, yva must redouble. 

Q.2 • Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold. 

a Void CK 104 2 :AKQU)9S;S*6 
Paftrur oper-s the biddig with one 
ciub What do you rwfciii f* 

A . There u no textbook method to 
tai such a freak hand. Our choice 
vL-cId be either a direct leap to si* 
cr a slightly slcwer 
appreash by first jura;-thiibn« to 
ciaatonis We prefer the direct 
leap to siaa — why ffl'e the oppo- 
nents nx=s t: £nd a cheap iacr.- 
fai- - ’ 

Q .3 • Both vulnerable, as StKtn 
vwi hall 

*KQ3» ntfl :J73 *Jfl6h 

The b:iidir<£ has provided: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

1* 3* Pan ? 

Wt*t actor, ea yss take 1 ’ 

A • At tin vs±icratsL:y. partner 
ahpuid have a reasonable hand fT 
r.L- rvrtxlub ctfercail. SO *t)CT aide 
ecuti well fcai e play £>r came. I: 
Mere* reancnahie to make an ic«* 
tatioiud h;d of wo e? irtiap. 

q.4 - As Suuih, wLcrablc. ^3 
hold 


A&ID7S4 CAS 8 3 CJ5 *73 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you resnond? 

A •’Hiereuaiesabodcmeansof 
inviting paw with this band. Start 
with a Stay-man bid of two dubs, 
inquiring about a four-card major, 
if partner responds m a major, 
raise to the three-level to invite ' 
game. If partner denies a four-card 
major, bid two spades to show a 
five-card suit and invitational val- 
ues. (With a weak hand and a five- 
card major, you simply bid your 
suit* 

Q. S - Both vulnerable, os South 
you hold: 

*Afi 52 7A3 .-AJ863 *Q4 

The balding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
lfr Pass 1* Pan 

WhaL do you b:d now? 

A • Tha n simply a matter of 
hand evaluation do you raise to 
two spades or jump to three spad es 
Despite your lock of intermediates 
and pcssibiy worthless minor-suit 
tjueen, your three aces are so pow- 
erful that we suggest you take the 
stronger action. 

(Q.S - Neither vulnerable, as 
|SouL k . you hold: 

.93 tKQ” :k j 9 e 3 *QS< 
The bud ini; has proceeded: 


.NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1 1* Pass It 

1* Pam ? 

What do vwi bid saw? 


WEST 

Pass 


A - You have only enou^t to invito 
gase, so', force. The way to do that 
with a balanced hand of 11-12 
points and stoppers is lire unbid 
sms a to jump to wo to trump. 
With a ptmicam, partner is — 
lowed to pass. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

In Jebel Amman 

One floor apartment, two bedrooms, 
two bathrooms, central heating, 
telephone. Monthly rent: SI 500. 
Tel/Fax: 847200 


Naples. 

“Maldini showed his failh 
in me when I was going 
through a difficult period. 
And now he's confirmed that 
at a time when I feel that I'm 
in even better shape, both 
technically and psychologi- 
cally.” 

Baggio drew' a sharp com- 
parison between his unhappy 
final months at AC Milan 
under Arrigo Sacchi. who 
had also sidelined him from 
the national squad, and his 
time now under Bologna’s 
Renzo Ulivieri. 


“I wasn't playing much for 
AC Milan, and for various 
reasons my heart wasn't real- 
ly in the training either,” he 
said. “But here in Bologna, 
I'm training harder than I 
perhaps ever have in my life. 

Italy need to win in Tbilisi 
next Wednesday to be sure of 
staying ahead of England in 
the European zone Group 2. 
Italy will then face Glenn 
Hoddle’s men in Rome for 
the likely group decider on 
October 1 1 . 


VOLVO 360 GLT FOR SALE 

2000cc, 1987 model, full options, air- 
conditioned, sunroof, central lock, electrical 
windows, 4-door. Duty unpaid. 

Price: S3 ,500 (negotiable). 

Tel. 079/43992 


FOR RENT 


Furnished or unfurnished ground floor of a villa (2 
floors). 250 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms. 3 
bathrooms, separate servant room, spacious salon, 
large kitchen, veranda, telephone, garage. Location: 
Mecca St., behind Daewoo agency. 

Please call Tel.: 5512400 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Fully top quality furnished, two bedrooms, 
front garden, garage, central heating, 
telephone. 

Monthly rent: SI 000. 

Tel/Fax: 847200 


T 


PRIVATE TUTOR 

Private tutoring for physics and maths in 
both English and Arabic curriculums 
GCE, IGCSE, O'level, A'level and 
Tawjihi. 

For more information call Tel. 750146 


Super Deluxe Furnished Ground 
Floor Apartment For Rent 
Located in me best area of Sweifiyeh. very near to the Orthodox 
Church, 9 Amin A1 Momarti Sl Consists of 3 bedrooms and utilities 
■--.ith a garage, telephone, independent heating, separate entrance. TV, 
--Seo, stereo, satellite and a garden. Rent annuafly, monthly and any 
period. 

For more information 
call 818092, 642072, 818019 


NOTICE TO ALL CANADIANS 


RECRUITMENT TO CANADIAN FOREIGN SERVICE 
AND THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY ( CIDA ) 

The Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Internationa] Trade , Citizenship and 
immigration and CiDA will be recruiting 
officers. Examinations will take pace Saturday 
October 25, 1997, Qualified Canadians may 
apply at the Embassy before October 6 1997, 
(For info: 666 124). 


lAVISAUX 

RECRUTEMENT POUR LE MINISTLrE DES AFFAIRES 
ETRANGERESETDU COMMERCE INTERNATIONAL ET 
L'AGENCE CANADIENNE POUR LEDEVELOPPEMENT 
INTERNATIONAL (ACDI) 

Le Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres et du 
Commerce International canadien,Citoyennete 
et Immigration ainsi que I’ACDI recruteront de 
nouveaux agents , Cexamen aura lieu ie 
samedi 25 octobre 1997. Les Canadiens 
qualifies peuvent s'inscrire a VAmbassade 
jusqu'au 6 octobre 1997. ( Pour info: 666-124) 



Germany's Juergen Klinsmann (R) talks to the 
German national soccer team coach Berti Vogts (L) 
during a practice of their team in Berlin. The Ger- 
man soccer team will play Portugal in a World Cup 
qualifying match on September 6 (Reutres photo) 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, living room, 
salon, central heating, telephone. 
Location: Northern Urn Utheina. 

For more Information 

pleas e call Tel: 5537533 

^ 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
FOR ONE PERSON OR A COUPLE 


200 m. from Goethe Institute 3rd. circle Jabal Amman, 
Abdul Munem El Rafai Street Hilly furnished 2 bedrooms 
ground floor apartment, Satellite, with terrace 
overlooking a very relaxing and nice garden 
in Villa Dr. George Sfeir No.16. Yearly payment 

If interested, please call 641515. 
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Israeli army destroys another 
Palestinian home near Hebron 



Israeli soldiers watch a bulldozer as it rips through 
a Palestinian-owned structure used for storing 
machinery as the building is demolished 
Wednesday. A Palestinian human rights group said 
that Israel has demolished 513 buildings owned by 
Palestinians since the Oslo peace accords were 
signed between Israel and the PLO in 1993 (Reuters 
photo) 


HEBRON (AFP) — The 
Israeli army demolished a 
Palestinian home near a by- 
pass road used by Jewish 
settlers on the outskirts of 
this divided city on 
Wednesday, the families 
said. 

A bulldozer guarded by 
Israeli soldiers tore down 
the home of the Burkan fam- 
ily, consisting of three one- 
room structures in which 12 
people lived, on the bypass 
road connecting Jewish set- 
tlements south of Hebron, 
family members said. 

Further down the same by- 
pass road, the bulldozer tore 
down a storehouse built by 
Palestinians- The storehouse 
owner’s wife. Najwa Sultan, 
shouted insults at the sol- 
diers guarding the bulldozer. 

The demolitions come 1 a 
day after Israeli army bull- 
dozers tore down four hous- 
es in villages near the north- 
ern West Bank town of 
Jenin, witnesses said. 

The structures had been 
built without permits from 
Israeli occupation authori- 
ties. Such permits are almost 
never issued to Palestinians. 

Israeli authorities have 
demolished at least 60 
Palestinian homes in a 
stepped-up campaign in the 
West Bank and east 
Jerusalem launched in early 
August- 

A Palestinian human 
rights group accused Israel 
of “ethnic cleansing" in its 
house demolition campaign, 
saying it sought to clear 
West Bank areas of 
Palestinian residents ahead 
of annexing the areas in a 
final resolution with the 
Palestinians. 

Since the peace process 


began in 1993, Israeli 
authorities have tom down 
513 “illegal" Palestinian 
homes, the Palestinian 
Society for Protection of 
Human Rights and the 
Environment said in a report 
on Wednesday. 

“The aim of the Israeli 

government is to get rid of 

Palestinians from areas 
which it seeks to annex in 
any final status negotiations 
with the Palestinians." said 
the society’s head Khader 
Shkeirat, 

“This amounts to ethnic 
cl eans ing and, apart from 
the human tragedy of 
Palestinians losing their 
homes, it is a cynical tool 
being used to predetermine 
negotiations,” Mr. Shkeirat 
told journalists in Jerusalem. 

An Israeli lawyer from the 
society, Allegra Pacheco, 
said laws in the West Bank 
“make ir nearly impossible 
for a Palestinian to get a 
building permit" in Area C, 
die 70 per cent of the West 
Bank controlled by the 
Israeli army. 

Most of Area C is zoned as 
“agricultural land," where 
building is almost banned, 
under a 1942 zoning plan 
drawn up by the British 
Mandate authorities which 
Israel relies on in issuing 
permits to construct homes. 

“This plan has not been 
altered since 1942 and does 
not reflect the increase of 
the Palestinian population 
since. Therefore existing 
towns cannot grow naturally 
into these areas," Pacheco 
said. 

“Jewish settlements are 
built on the same land zoned 
for agriculture. But for 
them, the authorities change 


the zoning plans for residen- 
tial building,” she said. 

“So while Jewish settle- 
ments are allowed "natural 
expansion,' Palestinian 
towns are not," she said. 

Over 1.000 Palestinian 


homes have outstanding 
demolition orders against 
them issued in the past few 
years — more than 700 of 
them issued since Mr. 
Netanyahu came to power, 
according to Mr. Shkeirat. 


Royals condemned for silence amid 
national outpouring of grief for Di 


Princes to be in London 
Friday, ahead of funeral 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
British royal family’s icy 
reserve since the death of 
Princess Diana, Princess of 
Wales, amid a spectacular 
national outpouring of 
grief, has prompted warn- 
ings that the royals must 
modernise to safeguard 

their future. 

Since Buckingham 
Palace’s brief statement 

Sunday that Queen 

Elizabeth II and Princess 
Diana's ex-husband Prince 
Charles were “deeply 

shocked and distressed" by 
the news, the royals have 
maintained a stony silence. 

In contrast, hundreds of 
thousands of ordinary peo- 
ple have come to pay their 
respects to the young 
woman praised by Prime 
Minister Tony Blair as the 
"People’s Princess." 

The funeral on Saturday 
morning is expected to 
draw more than a million 
people onto London’s 
streets, lining the path of 
the funeral procession, in 
an unprecedented show of 
public mourning in Britain. 

The royal family, which 
this week has remained out 
of the public eye at 
Balmoral in Scotland, is 
seen as dangerously out of 
touch with common peo- 
ple. 

“Where are the words 
and gestures to reassure us 
that the royal family are 
capable of caring Uke ordi- 
nary people do? Or more 
importantly, in the way 
Princess Diana so openly 
did?" asked Britain's 
biggest paper, The Sun. 

Princess Diana offered a 
common touch, seen to be 
lacking in other royals, and 
opened up the House of 
Windsor to the aspirations 
of a wide and adoring pub- 
lic. 

The Queen, who has 
retained strong popular 
appeal and enjoys respect 
for an unstinting commit- 
ment to her royal role, has 
not been openly criticised. 

But Prince Charles, the 
heir to the British throne, 
has come under strong 
attack for his cold 
demeanour in the face of 
the tragedy. 

“People were appalled at 
the stiff upper lip pictures 
of him taking the princes to 
church at Balmoral on 


Sunday," the Express 
tabloid wrote. 

Just hours after learning 
of their mother’s death. 
Princes William, 15. next 
in line to the throne after 
Prince Charles, and Prince 
Harry, 12, had to hide their 
emotions as they were 
paraded through a waiting 
press pack and taken to a 
church service near 
Balmoral. 

Charles’s personal man- 
ner, which has always 
seemed aloof and self-con- 
sciously royal, has never 
endeared him to his sub- 
jects. 

Reform or die, has been 
the message that some 
commentators have sought 
to impress upon the monar- 
chy. 

“Perhaps one lesson at 
least will be taken from her 
(Princess Diana's) life, that 
whatever else royalty 
stands for, it must, in the 
modern world, know how 
to stay in tune with the 
popular mood." The 
Financial Times comment- 
ed. 

Queen Elizabeth II her- 
self called for reform of the 
monarchy in the wake of 
her “annus horribilis” in 
1992. when Charles and 
Princess Diana separated 
and the Duke and Duchess 
of York were divorced. 

But Princess Diana up 
until now provided the only 
real stimulus for change. 

Her legacy now rests with 
William and Hairy. 

But the Independent 
warned: “If 'the Princes 
grow up more like their 
father than their mother, 
the people, who have 
changed so much already, 
will not recognise them as 
belonging to the same 
country.” 

Bringing the monarchy 
more in line with modem 
times is of vital urgency. A 
recent survey showed that 
for the first time, less than 
half of British subjects (48 
per cent) were opposed to 
the abolition of the monar- 
chy. 

“If they (the royals) fail 
to heed her lesson, they 
will bury not just Princess 
Diana on Saturday — but 
their future too” The 
Guardian broadsheet 
warned. 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Prince of Wales, Prince 
William and Prince Harry 
will fly to London on Friday, 
and will visit the Royal 
Chapel at SL James’s Palace 
where Diana. Princess of 
Whies, is lying in peace, 
Buckingham Palace - said 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Queen 

Elizabeth H, the Duke of 
Edinburgh and the Queen 
mother will travel by train 
overnight Friday from the 
family’s Scottish retreat in 
Balmoral to he in London for 
Diana’s funeral Saturday 
morning. 

“All the royal family, espe- 
cially the Prince of Wales, 
Prince William and Prince 
Harry, are taking strength 
from the overwhelming sup- 
port of the public, who are 
sharing their tremendous 
sense of loss and grief. They 
are deeply touched and enor- 
mously grateful” a palace 
spokesman said. 

Buckingham Palace 
refused to confirm press 
reports here that Prince 
W illiam will walk behind his 1 
mother's coffin when the 
cortege leaves St. James’s 
Palace for a funeral service in 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Mohammad Fayed, the 
father of Princess Diana’s 
companion who died with 
her in the Paris car crash, 
on Tuesday fought back at 
allegations that the driver 
had been drinking and was 
speeding. 

As six paparazzi and a 
motorcycle dispatch rider 
were charged with 
manslaughter in Paris, Mr. 
Fayed's spokesman said the 
family had no evidence that 
Henri Paul was drunk, 
denied he had dared the 
press to catch him, and 
said, contrary to reports, 
that the crashed car’s 
speedometer was pointing 
at zero. 

Stressing that Paul had 


Westminster Abbey. 

Reports said that the 15- 
year-old prince wanted to 
make the mile-long journey 
on foot, in the belief that this 
is what his mother, killed in a 
high speed toad crash in Paris 
last Sunday, would have 
wanted. 

The two sons of Diana, are 
set to inherit $32 million 
under the terms of her will, a 
press report said Wednesday. 

The sum will be split even- 
ly between Prince William 
who is second in tine to the 
British throne, and Prince 
Hairy, 12, according to the 
Daily Telegraph. 

But the money, the bulk of 
which comes from the 
divorce settlement she 
received last year from 
Prince Charles, will be held 
in trust for them until they are 
25-years-old, the paper 
reported. 

It said one of die two 
trustees appointed to look 
after the funds is believed to 
be the princess's eldest sister. 
Lady Jane Fellowes. Several 
of. the diamonds Diana 
received when she married 
Charles in 1981 will be 
returned to the royal family, 
the Telegraph noted. 


been off duty until recalled 
to the Ritz hotel when 
Diana, 36, and her compan- 
ion Dodi Fayed, 42, unex- 
pectedly decided to dine 
there, Mr. Fayed’s 
spokesman said: “In the 
hotel he [Paul] spoke to a 
number of members of 
staff, none of whom detect- 
ed any smell of drink or any 
other signs to suggest he 
had been drinking. 

“The allegations that Paul 
taunted the press as he 
drove away from the front 
of the hotel are untrue... 
contrary to press reports the 
speedometer was not stuck 
at approximately 190 kilo- 
metres per hour. Instead the 
needle was pointing at 
zero.” 


Dodi’s father fights back at 
accusations on responsibility 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, September 4-5, lg 97 



Chief U.N. arms inspector 
will visit Iraq this Friday 


BAGHDAD (R) — United 
Nations arms envoy Richard 
Butler will arrive in Iraq 
Friday to assess results of a 
month-long inspection of 
Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction, a UN. official 
said Wednesday. 

Jo Lomas, special assistant 
to the director of the 
Baghdad Ongoing 

Monitoring and Verification 
(OMV) Centre, said Mr. 
Butler — chairman of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) — would meet 
Iraq’s . Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz before 
he leaves Tuesday. 

Ms. Lomas said Mr. Butler 
would evaluate the results of 


a month-long arms inspec- 
tion which he had agreed on 
with Mr. Aziz late in July. 

Some six U.N. inspection 
teams have visited fraq.since 
then and carried out several 
inspections and met with 
Iraqi officials. 

“No major incident has 
taken place,” Ms. Lomas 
told reporters. 

She said Mr. Butler would 
submit in October a report to 
the U.N. Security Council 
on what has been achieved 
so far on the destruction of 
Iraq’s biological, missile and 
chemical weapons pro- 
grammes. 

Head of OMV Nils 
Carlstrom said last week the 


over 


to 

in 

Mr. 


teams who visited Iraq 
the last month hadjromplet- 
ed “very important” work 
close remaining gaps 
Iraq’s prohibited weapons 

Ms. Lomas said h 
Butler, in charge of disman- 
tling Iraq’s prohibited 
weapons, would be accom- 
panied by his deputy Charles 

Duelfer, Russian ballisrtc 
missile expert Niidta 
Smidovich and five other 
experts. . 

UNSCOM must certify 
that Iraq has no weapons 
mass destruction before ‘ 
U.N. lifts curbs on Iraqi 
exports, although Baghdad 
is allowed limited oil exports 
under a humanitarian deal 


of 

the 

oil 


Security Council to decide 
on ‘oil -for- food’ deal funds 


Hindus worship dno 
as ‘reincarnation' ^ 
of holy man 

BOMBAY (AFP) _ , 
Hindu cult near Bombay 
worshipping a pet (fog 35 
the “reincarnation" 0 f a 
holy man who died mai] y 
years ago. a newspaper said 
Wednesday. The Asian Age 
said a two-year-old 
Pomeranian, named “Saj” 
after the holy man. was the 
object of worship at Panv e | 
town. On Thursdays, devo- 
tees gather for “blessings" 
from Sai, who is fitted out 
with saffron cloth. The Age 
said the dog worship had its 
roots in a legend, according 
to which Sai Baba, the 
Hindu holy man, appeared 
before his devotees in the 
form of a dog in order to 
test them. Sai. the dog, 
sleeps in an air-conditional 
room. 

Thais choose 


UNITED NATIONS ( AFP) 
— The UJ4. Security Council 
is expected to reach a com- 
promise ‘ arrangement 

enabling Iraq to recover funds 
from an oU-for-food deal. 
Western diplomats said 
Tuesday. 

Portuguese Ambassador 
Antonio Monteiro told 
reporters that the Sanctions 
Committee was handing over 
the issue to the Security 
Council, after the committee 
failed to reach consensus at a 
meeting on Tuesday. 

He declined further com- 
ment, but diplomats said that 
experts of the 15-member 
U.N. Security Council were 
expected on Wednesday to 
discuss a new draft resolution 
which would enable Iraq to 
obtain the full amount of 
fluids from 1 he oti-for-food 
agreement. 

The oil-for-food deal 
which the Security Council 
renewed June 4 for a second 


six-month period, provides 
for Iraq to export one billion 
dollars worth of oil every 
three months to pay for 
humanitarian supplies for its 
sanctions-hit people. 

But following an Iraqi sus- 
pension of oil exports to 
protest delays in delivery of 
supplies. Baghdad has been 
able to export only a project- 
ed $600 milli on worth of oil 
by the end of the current 
three-month period which 
ends on September 5. 

Until now, die U.S. has 
maintained that the arrange- 
ment should be respected 
according to die letter, thus 
depriving Iraq of around $400 
milli on from the oil sales. 

But Western diplomats said 
that a compromise needed to 
be found because the oil prof- 
its, in addition to buying the 
humanitarian supplies, are 
also used to pay compensa- 
tion for Ihe Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait and die operating 


costs of U.N. arms inspectors. 

Iraq has been under U.N. 
trade sanctions since the 1990 
invasion. 

Western diplomats said that 
the Security Council could 
adopt a technical resolution to 
solve the solution, but that 
Britain and the US. were 
pressing for a text which 
would also blame Iraq for the 
current situation. 

Meanwhile, Iraq blames 
Washington for Sanction 
Committee delays in approv- 
ing the humanitarian con- 
tracts. Mr. Monteiro said that 
he hoped a solution could be 
found before the current 
three-month period expires 
on Friday. 1 have elements to 
believe that there is a good 
atmosphere.” he said. 

Mr Monteiro discussed the 
issue later Tuesday with U.S. 
Ambassador Bill Richardson, 
whose country presides over 
die council in September. 


between free egg ! 
or new constitution j 

1 

BANGKOK (R> — If eggs ! 
are any barometer, ! 
Thailand's new draft con- I 
sti ration wins the heart of j 
the people. In a strange test 
of support and interest in ' 
the country’s latest political I 
rest, motorists have shown ; 
they care more about a con- i 
sti rational change than food I 
— normally something t 
very close to a Thai's heart j 
“During the past three j 
days' promotion, motorists 1 
have taken 50.000 copies of t 
the draft constitution — 
four times the number of ■ 
those takin g eggs,” Siripora 
Thamasawat, promotion 
manager of Bangchafc 
Petroleum, told Reuters on 
Wednesday. 

Lennon's ex-wife 
signs $80m film deal 


Annan calls Algeria ’s premier 
to 4 explain 9 situation in country 


ALGIERS (AFP) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan telephoned Algerian 
President Lramine Zeroual to 
“explain and clarify” com- 
ments he had made about the 
situation in tbe troubled North 
African nation. Mr. Zeroual’s 
office said. 

No details on what Mr. 
Annan said were immediately 
disclosed, but in a statement 
the office said Mr. Zeroual 
reminded Mr. Annan that 
Algiers rejects any outside 
involvement in its five-year 
conflict with Islamic radicals 
that has claimed more than 
60,000 lives. 

Mr. Zeroual also told die 
U.N. chief that Algeria “today 
has strong institutions which 
are themselves capable of 
bringing about a definitive 
end to the crisis." the state- 
ment said. 

Algeria's troubles, be said, 
“can only be resolved by 
Algerians themselves, outside 
of all foreign involvement, no 
matter what the source," Mr. 
Zeroual was reported as say- 
ing. 

On Tuesday. U.N. 
spokesman Fred Eckhani 
speaking after Algerian 
authorities sent a protest note 
to the United Nations, denied 
Mr. Annan had said that the 
Algerian unrest “could do 
longer be regarded as an inter- 


nal affair.” 

“But he did feel that he had 
to raise a moral voice against 
the bloodshed, and invited 
dialogue to that end," Mr. 
Eckhani said at a news brief- 
ing at U.N. headquarters in 
New York. 

The secretary-general has 
consistently condemned all 
forms of terrorism, wherever 
they might occur,” Mr. 
Eckbard added. 

Speaking in Venice 
Saturday. Mr. Annan notably 
said he hoped “we can find 
ways and means of encourag- 
ing the parties to cease the 
violence." 

“We are dealing with a situ- 
ation which for a long time 
has been treated as an internal 
affair,” Mr. Annan said. 

“As the killing goes on and 
the numbers of victims rise, it 
is extremely difficult for all of 
us to pretend that it is not hap- 
pening, that we do not know 
about it and that we should 
leave the Algerian population 
to their lot.” 

Islamic militant leader 
Abassi Madani immediately 
wrote to Mr. Annan saying he 
was “ready to launch a call to 
halt the spilling of blood 
immediately and prepare the 
opening of a serious dia- 
logue." 

Mr. Madani was placed 
under house arrest after send- 


ing the letter, which accord- 
ing to Mr. Eckbard was 
received by the United 
Nations in Geneva. The letter, 
in Arabic, was being translat- 
ed. Mr. Eckhard added 

Mr. Madani is the head of 
the outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), who 
was conditionally released in 
July after serving half of a 12- 
year jail term for threatening 
state security. 

In Geneva, veteran Algerian 
opposition activist Hocine Air 
Ahmed said Wednesday that 
be too had sent a letter to Mr. 
Annan, urging the United 
Nations to play a role in end- 
ing the bloodshed in his coun- 
try. Speaking to journalists. 
Mr. Ait Ahmed, who leads the 
Socialist Forces Front (F5S) 
and lives in exile in 
Switzerland said he wanted 
the United Nations to help 
Algeria find a “peaceful and 
democratic way" out of the 
violence. 

In his letter, dated Tuesday, 
he pleaded with Mr. Annan to 
urgently sent a “special dele- 
gate” to the North African 
nation, and to set up a com- 
mission of inquiry into a wave 
of massacres blamed on 
Islamic fanatics. 

Such bloodshed he wrote, 
“put the international com- 
munity face-to-face with 
crimes against humanity." 


NEW YORK (AFP) - 
Yoko Ono is closing an SfcQ 
million deal with 
Columbia Pictures to make 
a movie of her relationship 
with the late Beetle John ! 
Lennon, the New York Post 1 
daily said Studio sources 
said Ono wants to give her 
version of her years with 
Lennon and counter 
descriptions of writers such 
as Albert Goldman, who 
declared Lennon was an | 
“autistic. schizophrenic, 
bisexual, manic depressive. « 
as well as a child-abusing 1 
wife-beater whose marriage 
was a sham." 

J 

Lost World reels 
in $500 million 
in first 3 months 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Steven Spielberg’s “The 
Lost World: Jurassic Park." 
has rung up more than $500 
million since its release 
three months ago. Daily 1 
Variety said. More than half 
the box office receipts, or 
$274.6 million came from 
the dinosaur flic’s showings 
outside the United States 
the paper said It is still too 
early to tell if the sequel 
will outperform “Jurassic 
Park,” which set an all-time 
record of $913.1 million in 
world box office ticket 
sales since its release in 
June 1993. 

Chinese film on 


Conspiracy theories flourish on Internet 


NEW YORK (R) — Aflurry 
of bizarre conspiracy theories 
have sprouted on the Internet 
and crept into some news 
media about the death of 
princess Diana, most of them 
morbid and many provably 
wrong. 

Within hours of her death in 
a Paris car crash, conspiracy 
theories began appearing on 
the Internet, including one 
assertion that she hadn’t died 
at all and was faking her death 
to escape tbe media. 

Others had her rubbed out by 
the makers, of landmines, 
which Diana had long cam- 
paigned to ban worldwide, or 
by people intent on keeping 
her from marrying an Arab 
Muslim, Dodi Fayed. 

Tm just son of flabbergast- 
ed at the early speculation over 


the untimely death of Princess 
Diana and her companion.” 
New York author and conspir- 
acy expert Gerald Posner said 
in a telephone interview. 

The theories, many based on 
pure speculation and the few 
facts to emerge from the acci- 
dent, are ricocheting around 
Ihe world-spanning Internet on 
online services such as 
America Online, arid some are 
being reported by more tradi- 
tional media. 

One web site titled 
“Conspiracy Theory 

Discussion Board" asked the 
question: “What really hap-- 
pened to Princess Diana and 
her love interest, Dodi Fayed." 

“Were they really 'forced off 
the road' ???,'' the site asked. 
“Was it really by the 
■paparazzi’ ... would the 


palace have really stood for the 
mother of the firture king [and 
future head of the Church of 
England] to have married a 
Muslim???’ 


Princess 0 
Diana was 
After m 
reader is i 
discussion 
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subscripts 
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the site, 
tion-starii 
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happiness through 
capitalism viewed 
in Venice festival 

VENICE (AFP) — Chines 
film maker Zhang 
attending the Venice fihJ 
festival to present his 
troversial film 
Cool,” said he was taJa n - 
part in the event withot* 
official approval in an ftp 
view Wednesday- 
the ban which prevent 
him from showing the fiu 
at the Cannes film 
in May, Zhang on Tt* 8 * 
attended the Venice sc**" 
ing of “Keep Coo].” 
tells of a modern QUJ** 
happiness based on ffl°T 
mobile telephones ^ 
other gadgets. ZhanS .. 
he had travelled v> , 
without the app 0 ^ 
Chinese authorities ^ 
could not rule out 1 


